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Minutes of Sheepy Parish Council Meeting 

Sheepy Memorial Hall –Tuesday 6th November 2018 
 

 
Attended by: Ian Papworth - Chair, Clive Stretton, Rob Ward, David Clarke, Jane Nichols, Brian May, 
Jason Stephenson – Minute Clerk, 3 Parishioners, Ivan Ould & Kevin Morrell  
 
 
118/18 To receive apologies and approval of absences – Andrea Johnson & Amelia Bridgwater 

 
119/18 Declarations of interest and request for dispensations – none 
  
120/18 Parishioners Open Forum – None were raised. 
 
121/18  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd Oct 2018 - The minutes were approved 
as a true and correct record. 
 
122/18 Clerk’s report  

 
a) Councillor Vacancies – No applications – two parishioners have stepped forward to Co-opt 

for 2 of the 3 vacancies.  
 
Jessica Gurney would like to Co Opt for Wellsborough 
Unfortunately Jessica could not attend the meeting but she had prepared a statement which 
the Clerk read out. It stated Jessica had lived in Wellsborough for many years with her family 
and how passionate she was for the community and whilst working with some of the 
existing councillor’s on the Neighbourhood Plan she had seen first-hand how dedicated and 
hardworking they all were. She would carry out the role of councillor for Wellsborough to 
the best of her ability. The council were impressed with her comments and her commitment 
and therefore proposed the position was offered to her. 
Proposed Clive Stretton    Seconded Rob Ward    Council unanimously voted in favour 
 
Michael Toogood would like to Co Opt for Sheepy 
Michael attended the meeting and gave a brief overview of himself: He has lived in Sheepy 
for many years and has been actively involved in many projects within the Parish, he is 
currently chair for the Neighbourhood plan committee and has worked closely with 
members of the council in delivering the plan on time and feels this experience will serve 
him well as the councillor for Sheepy. The council acknowledged the hard work Mick had put 
in during the development of the Neighbourhood Plan and therefore it was proposed the 
position was offered to him. 
Proposed Rob Ward    Seconded David Clarke    Council unanimously voted in favour 
 
This still leaves one vacancy in the parish of Sibson 
 
Action Clerk to circulate the relevant forms that need completing and forward to Jessica and 
Mick, once returned submit to HBBC for approval. Brian May to see if anyone is interested in 
the Co Opt for Sibson 

 
b) Councillor emails – All emails have now been set up as councillor name @sheepyparish.com 

i.e. ipapworth@sheepyparish.com, Thanks were given to John Ward for implementing 
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efficiently. It was agreed the new emails will be used by the Parish Council from the 1st 
December 2018, this is to allow more time for the cross-over of emails. Action: Clerk to work 
with John Ward to set up the two new councillor’s email addresses when appropriate. 
 

c) Streetlight at Cross hands – The Works are scheduled to take place week beginning 25th 
November 2018. There may be an £100 excess to pay as the police are having difficulty 
finding the details of the third party involved. 

 
d) Fitness Equipment Playing fields – The Chairman had visited two sites where different 

suppliers had been sourced, he will be looking at one more supplier in due course. A 
subcommittee is to be formed to assess the three suppliers for quality, durability, value for 
money etc. The committee members will be from the parish council, Sheepy Playing Fields 
Association and a parishioner. Funding will also need to be applied for from the initiative 
fund and form the Thomas Leaving Charity – Action Chairman to visit one more site and to 
form a subcommittee, Clerk to complete paperwork to enable the funding to be applied for 
and to make sure funds are made available in next year’s budget. 
 

e) Remembrance Sunday – Kevin Morrell gave his apologies that he would not be able to 
attend this years’ service. It was agree that Brian May would lay the wreath in Sibson and Ian 
Papworth would lay the wreath in Sheepy. 
 

123/18 Reports: 
 

a) County Councillor report this had been circulated  
 

General: 
 

I have attended 27 meetings this month. This figure does not include attending Parish Meetings 
or meeting constituents. I am currently acting deputy leader of the County Council for the last 
two weeks in October and also for the first week in November. 
The major meetings that I attended included: 
 
Lead member meetings – 3rd, 9th, 17th, 23rd and 30th  August. 
A ‘Keeping in Touch’ locality visits to Bassett Street to meet ‘The Strengthening Families’ Team 
on 23rd October.  
Strategic Cabinet Group meetings (SCG) 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 30th. 
Cabinet Briefing meetings on 16th and 30th. 
Cabinet on 16th. 
Leicestershire Education Excellence Partnership meeting on 3rd. 
Agenda Planning for Children and Families Overview and Scrutiny. 
I chaired the Corporate Parenting Board on 23rd October. 
I met with young people in our care on 23rd, and attended both the Junior and Senior Children 
in Care Council meetings on the 24th. 
The Local Safeguarding Children’s Board on 12th. 
Special Educational Needs Board on 29th. 
Chaired the Children’s Social care panel, also on 29th. 
I was involved in confidential meetings on the outstanding dates. 
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Local Issues: 
 
I attended two Parish Council meetings for Market Bosworth this month, and also was present 
at Sheepy, Stoke Golding, Carlton, and Witherley.  
 
On 1st November I am at the Home Office for a meeting with colleagues from the Local 
Government Association and the Immigration Minister. There is a HS2 event at 
Measham  between 2 and 8p.m. that I need to attend. This may mean me having to miss 
Twycross Parish Council Meeting but it is crucial that I attend when I return from London as 
they are dealing with their draft Environmental Statement 
 
Individual constituent Casework in Parishes currently stands at 5 issues in Market Bosworth, 4 
issues in Higham on the Hill, 3 issues in Nailstone, 2 issues each in Witherley and Sheepy, 1 in 
Congerstone, Cadeby, and Odstone. Three have been successfully resolved.  
 
In my August report I commented on the time taken to deal with planning applications, one at 
MIRA and other adjacent to the junction of the A444 and the A42. My involvement in MIRA was 
resolved when they withdrew an application to use the Fenn Lanes for construction traffic. 
Those with good memories will recall a green composting application some years ago that failed 
under an Inspector’s ruling in which highways issues formed a large part of his report. If the 
MIRA application had gone ahead, this would have opened the door to future development 
particularly affecting Fenny Drayton. 
 
The second application is likely to be recommended for approval, as there is criticism in the 
Inspector’s report on the Local Development Framework for North West Leicestershire on lack 
of scheduled development space. This will have a negative impact on those of us who regularly 
use, or live adjacent to, the A444, in that a minimum of 1,200 additional lorry movements will 
occur on a daily basis. I remain vexed about the failure of Hinckley and Bosworth Borough’s 
Planning Department to formally object to that specific application and also concerned about 
the proposals in their own revision of the Local Development Framework along the A5 corridor. 
Sheepy Parish Council have objected to this planning application and we will follow this up with 
a letter asking if an embargo to be put in place that the roads through the Parish should only be 
used in emergency cases i.e. closure of M42, should this application be approved. 

 
On the bus front, it has been a worrying month, with the registering of proposals to remove the 
Service 68 from Ratcliffe Culey, Fenny Drayton and Witherley. This is a commercial service that 
apparently only carries 1.1 passenger per journey. The 159 Service operated by Roberts 
Coaches will cease from 22.12.18, and there is a revised timetable for the 153 service.   
 
I already have 27 meetings in my diary for November, including a ministerial visit to see how we 
deal with Youth Justice. I’m just hoping no crises occur!   

 
b) Borough Councillor Report – This has been circulated 

 
1. Local Plan Review 

As reported to this Council at your April meeting we have completed the scope, issues and 
review consultation. 
The Council is now going to undertake a further round of consultation commencing 
January/February 2019 subject to approval from full Council 
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This new consultation will explore the options from the first consultation and there will be a 
further call for sites aimed directly at taking development away from existing urban areas in 
order to relieve the pressure on infrastructure which is currently being experienced.  

2. Amendment to Councils constitution-Neighbourhood plans 
The current constitution states that approval to proceed to referendum stage and the 
making of Neighbourhood plans is a matter for full Council. 
This is going to be changed to enable the director of planning in consultation with the 
executive elected members and the ward Councillors to approve the proceeding to 
referendum stage and the making of neighbourhood plans. 
This will hopefully be approved by full council on the 27th November 2018. 
 
This Council should be very proud of the fact that it was down to your neighbourhood plan 
team who doggedly brought HBBC into the 22nd centaury 
and showed that it was possible to get decisions taken quickly and efficiently. 
My thanks to all concerned. 
  

3. PCIF 2018/19 
This fund is now open and I hope that this parish has it has done in previous years take 
advantage of the funding on offer. 
It has been increased to £275,000 but this will mainly benefit the larger parishes such as 
Burbage who can now apply for £22,000 
My ward has benefited from 2005 to the tune of £110,000 which represents 10% 0f the total 
fund allocated 
 
 

4. Executive Meetings 
It has been decided to try and bring these onto the road  
We should have been coming to coming to this village hall on the 26th September 2018 
Unfortunately we had to cancel but I hope we can visit sometime in the future. 
 

5. Developing Communities Fund- Sheepy Church 
I attended the reordering of Sheepy Church after the major renovation project 
The church looks amazing and it’s a great tribute to the team who after nearly 12 years have 
delivered a fantastic project. 
It is considered by HBBC a model of how these projects should be delivered when using 
public funding. 
 

      6     Unitary Authority 
             MP’s from Leicestershire met with the minister for local government to discuss the 
             County Councils proposals for scrapping the 7 Boroughs and Districts and the County  
             Council and forming one unitary authority. 

It was decided that this is not the time to be discussing this and the project has now shelved. 
The Parish council confirmed they had seen this documentation but disagreed that it looked 
as if it was going to be shelved. 

 
c) Police & Crime figures – No figures received 

Clerk read out key point’s from the Leicestershire Police newsletter which will be uploaded 
onto the Parish website. 
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124/18 Neighbourhood plan  
 

Progress against Plan 
 

a. Submission Consultation 
 As a result of the NPIERS application submitted by HBBC on our behalf  

              an Independent Examiner (Andrew Matheson) has been approved and  
selected and we are now awaiting the signing of the contract by the IE,  

 approved by HBBC on 31st October. 
 Examination completion is still targeted for late 2018. 
 

b. Timetable finalisation to referendum and thus project completion. 
Actions are ensuing with HBBC to amend their constitution on 27th November’18 to 
facilitate Sheepy’s NP referendum early in the new year, subject to successful examination, 
and to avoid other parishes experiencing the issues we have incurred as  their NP’s progress. 

 
NB It was confirmed at the PC meeting that the 27th November is an agreed date to change 
the constitution. 

 
c. Budget 

No further expenditure to report.  
 

d. Communications 
All information for the SPNP website is up to date and available. 
 

e. Steering Group 
 
Next meeting scheduled 11th December,  

 
125/18 Litter and footpaths  

There has been 33 bags of litter collected, 13 from the layby at the Ratcliffe Culey Bridge and 
then 6 bags only 2 weeks later so the issue has not gone away. The main picks apart from 
Ratcliffe bridge were from Sheepy up to Wellsborough and from Sheepy to Cross Hands. 

 

126/18 Vehicle activated sign  
Rob Ward confirmed that the sign is currently broken and will need to be sent to the 
manufacturers. He is awaiting confirmation that the issue is not a previously fault under 
recall from the manufacturer, this will enable us to get it repaired free of charge. If not it will 
have to have it collected at a charge of £27.50. Action Rob Ward to liaise with Clerk to get 
the unit repaired. 

 
127/18 Ground Maintenance Update  
 

a) Maintenance Contract – Clerk confirmed that the existing contract is for a rolling annual 
period up to three years which concludes in March 2020. The council agreed to assess in 
January on the performance of the contract to extend for the final year. 

b) Sibson notice boards   - We have received a quote to have new boards with glazed doors, 
Brian May stated only 2 like for like replacements were required and the Village Hall would 
pay for one Action – Clerk to obtain a quote  
 

128/18 LCC Highway matters 
 
 Sheepy Road Orton on the hill from 12/11 up to 8 weeks 
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129/18 Policies and Procedures 
 

a) GDPR – Andrea Johnson provided a draft Privacy Policy to a previous meeting. The clerk 
and Andrea Johnson to arrange to complete and add to the website once the restoration 
of the Parish Council website is complete. 

 

 
130/18 Planning applications & updates 

 

 Reference Application Details and Location Dated 

a) 18/01106/Hous 
Conversation and extension of garage to form 
annex and alterations to gate and wall, The 
Granary Main Road Upton 

05/11/18 

 
 
131/18 General correspondence (emailed to Councillors) 

a) Rural Conference – Chairman and Clerk to attend. Clive Stretton and Rob Ward would 
also like to attend - Action Clerk to arrange for them to be added to the attendee list. 

b) Sibson Xmas Tree – Council agreed to donate a £100 as per the previous year. 
c) Snow Warden – As per previous years the council agreed not to participate due to 

liability concerns. 
d) Parish Forum – Brian May kindly offered the Sibson Village Hall as a venue for the 

meeting in June or September Action Clerk to email the HBBC 
 
132/18 Finance 

 

a) Income, expenditure and signing of cheques 
 

 
 

Date Method Payee Details  Total   VAT  

23/09/2018 SO Eon  33.17 1.58 

02/09/18 101760 Bridge Farm Nuseries Planting Riverside Drive 85  

01/10/18 101770 Haines Watts Payroll  22.50 3.75 

01/11/18 101773 Poppy Appeal Wreaths 34  

06/11/2018 101772 Putman Sibson Tree Donation 100  

October 101768 Clerk Wages 667.55  

06/11/19 101769 Clerk re imbursement Viking Print Cartridges 272.4 45.40 
 

The Bridge Farm invoice was for planting and pots along Riverside Drive, which the councillors now 
agreed to pay. 
 
133/18 Health and safety updates 
 

a) Risk assessment – Litter pickers Risk assessment complete just needs converting into 
standard format – Action Ian Papworth to complete and pass to clerk 
 

b) PAT testing –  This has been completed on the VAS battery charger - resolved 
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134/18 Matters to note/add to a future agenda 
 

 The Sibson sign on the A444 had disappeared Action Clerk to inform Local Authority. 
 

Speed Awareness through the villages, what could the parish council do to assist?  
2 initial ideas: 
Ian Papworth suggested installing Planted barrels at the edge of the village to give the road a 
narrowing affect.  
Rob Ward had seen signs in Wales which look like a 30mph warning sign but in small writing 
underneath it said in 100 metres, could this be installed? Action Clerk to add to agenda and 
email Highways authority. 

 
 Meeting closed at 9:15 pm 
  
Date of next meeting: 4th December at Sheepy Memorial Hall (7:30pm) 
 
 


