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Sheepy Parish Council June 2020 Meeting 

Date & Time Tuesday 2nd June 2020 @ 7:30pm 
Venue Via ZOOM 
Attendees: 
Parish Councillors 
Sheepy 

Ian Papworth - Chairman 
Rob Ward - Vice Chairman 
John Ward  
Kate Gardiner 
Mick Toogood 
Clive Stretton 
Paul Stanford 

Parish Councillors 
Sibson 

Brian May  

Parish Councillor 
Upton 

None 

Parish Councillor 
Wellsborough 

None 

Others  Ivan Ould OBE County Councillor 
Kevin Morrell Borough Councillor 
Jonathan Collett Borough Councillor 
Jason Stephenson - Parish Clerk 
2 Parishioners 

 
 
19/20   Chairman’s welcome and to receive apologies and approval of absences – The Parish Vice 
Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting and explained that he would be chairing the 
meetings whilst they are being held on Zoom as he has more experience of how the system works. 
He also welcomed Cllr Paul Stanford to his first Parish Council meeting as a councillor. 
 
No apologies were received. 
 
20/20 Declarations of interest and request for dispensations – Cllr Kate Gardiner reiterated that 
she had an interest in the planning application 20/00377/FUL, as it is adjacent to her property and 
therefore she would not be involved in discussions around this application. 
  
21/20 Parishioners Open Forum – During parishioners open forum the following items were 
discussed: 

 A parishioner went over the application for funding from the PTA and covered the following 
points: 

o OFSTEAD have now reclassified the school as good where as previously it was 
outstanding, this project will help in the  school not being seen to stand still. 

o The school is fully behind and supportive of the application for funding. 
o The PTA have raised money towards this project however COVID 19 has now 

brought a stop of any further means of raising funds. 
o Even though only 54% of the pupils attending the school are from the parish, the 

school has no choice but to accept pupils from outside the parish to reach its 
capacity numbers. 

 A parishioner also asked if the noticeboard in Sheepy Magna could be moved from near the 
post box to near the village sign, which would hopefully increase foot fall reading the 
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noticeboard. The Parish Councillors agreed to discuss this at the next meeting along with the 
other noticeboards throughout the Parish and are they all still needed? Cllr Kevin Morrell 
agreed to check with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council on the legality of noticeboards 
in the parish. 

 The issue of drones and paragliders was brought up and what legislation they should be 
adhering too. Cllr Kevin Morell and the Parish Clerk will find out more details before the next 
Parish meeting. 

 
22/20  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th May 2020– The minutes were signed as 

a true and correct record. 
 
23/20 Clerk’s report  
 

a) Councillor Vacancies-The Parish Clerk has received one application from a parishioner who 
lives in Sibson, this had been circulated to all councillors. The councillors discussed the 
application and agreed that the applicant should take up the vacancy in the Sibson ward. 
This will leave one vacancy remaining on the Parish Council covering the Wellsborough 
Ward. 
The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to Co Opt Josh Melen 
onto the Parish Council representing the Sibson Ward. Action – The Parish Clerk to contact 
Josh Melen to outline process and forms to be completed. 

 
b) Church Mews - This footpath will be filled with surplus stone from the construction of the 

new path behind Highfield Close. Action - Clerk to confirm when completed. 
 

c) Community Facilities –Cllr Kate Gardiner is trying to arrange a virtual meeting for all 
interested parties, she has asked a few individuals and so far the replies have been positive 
for this to take place. 

  
d) Community Response Plan – The Parish Clerk is trying to obtain an update on this from 

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. 
 

e) Sibson heating and Street Lighting – The Village Hall is awaiting the outcome of the PCIF 
application before any works can commence. The heritage lights are up and working, Cllr 
Brian May has asked the lighting be re focused, so they shine more onto the highway. Action 
– The Parish Clerk to contact Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council about the repositioning 
of the light. 
 

f) Action plan –The action plan will now be revisited as the Parish Council now has new 
councillors. Action – Parish Clerk to circulate plan to include suggestions for responsibilities 
the new parish councillors can be accountable for. 

 
g) Incident Log – The incident log is now a live page on the Parish Council website, all open 

incidents can be seen by parishioners. It hasn’t been updated due to the server being 
updated by the IT provider. Action – The Parish Clerk to update ASAP. 
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h) The Cock Inn – The application for The Cock to be classified as an Asset of Community Value 
is being processed by Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, queries are being answered 
as and when they are received. There were concerns raised over the condition of the 
building as running water had been heard if you walk past the building, there is also now 
metal on the windows and concrete blocks blocking the car park to stop any trespassing? Cllr 
Kevin Morrell has passed the concern over the water to the heritage department at Hinckley 
and Bosworth Borough Council, he will also update them with the details of the security 
measures now in place.  

 
i) Sheepy PTA – The Parish Council have been approached for a grant of £4,900 to help with 

the funding of an outdoor classroom. The Parish Council have received correspondence from 
the Primary School outlining their support for the project. However the financial figures in 
the correspondence do not match the application received from the PTA . Cllr Kevin Morrell 
also outlined there maybe additional avenues of funding from the Dixie Grammar School 
and The Thomas Leaving Charity. 
The councillors also discussed the issue of other organisations throughout the Parish who 
may also be struggling with fund raising due to COVID 19 and it would therefore  be prudent 
for the Parish Council to obtain this information and any potential shortfall of income to 
organisations throughout the Parish. 
Action – The PTA to resubmit their application with updated financial figures, taking into 
account the correspondence from the school and the potential of other funding streams. The 
issue of organisations with a potential shortfall of funding’s to be added to next months 
agenda. 
 

j) PSPO – Correspondence has been received that this will now be implemented and a press 
release will be issued shortly. The Parish Clerk is obtaining quotes for permanent signage. 

 
24/20 Reports: 

 

a) County Councillor report this had been circulated and Cllr Ivan Ould OBE asked if there was 
any questions. He also added that: 

o All communication and meetings in the last month have been dominated 
unsurprisingly by COVID 19. 

o Twycross Zoo are struggling financially due to its enforced closure, with no financial 
help being received from government and Leicestershire County Council are 
unlikely to offer a grant. Ivan has a conference call with the Chief Executive and will 
update the Parish Council with any updates. The Parish Council offered it’s support 
to Twycross Zoo and will help in any way possible to ensure this prominent 
attraction in the area is able to open when allowed. 

o A total of 57 heritage sites across Leicestershire have also applied for financial 
support during the pandemic. 

o 233 schools have now re opened to students, with the uptake running at 20-28%. 
b) Borough Councillor Report this has been circulated. Cllr Kevin Morrell & Jonathan Collett 

gave an overview of the headlines within the Borough: 
o There have been very few planning meetings taking place, the only virtual one that 

has taken place lasted 3 and half hours, before it was stopped due to copyright 
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issues. This was before the majority of contentious issues had been discussed or 
resolved. The continuation of the meeting has been scheduled for June 16th. 

o There is a concern with the 5 year plan that developers are now cherry picking sites 
knowing they will get approval, if Hinckley and Bosworth reject 3 more large 
developments then they will be placed under special measures and the Secretary 
of State will then decide the outcome of these applications.  

 
Police & Crime figures –No Police or Neighbourhood Watch Report received. 

 
 
25/20 Planning applications & updates (see HBBC Planning website for full details) 

 

Reference Application Details 
and Location 

Dated PC Response driven by 
Sheepy Parish 

Neighbourhood Plan 
‘made’ 19th March 2019 

20/00377/FUL 

change of use of 
agricultural land to 
tourism/leisure use 
including the 
siting of 6 no. 
glamping pods 

5th May 
2020 

OBJECT 
  
Sheepy Parish Council is not 
supportive of the planning 
application (20/00377/FUL - 
Change of use of agricultural 
land to tourism/leisure use 
including the siting of 6 no. 
glamping pods) as the 
proposed location of the site, 
adjacent to three residential 
properties, is not in line with 
Sheepy Neighbourhood Plan 
Policy S8 Design (D) Show 
appropriate regard for the 
amenities of neighbouring 
properties including 
daylight/sunlight, privacy, air 
quality, noise and light 
pollution. We have additional 
concerns as the application 
does not provide evidence to 
demonstrate compliance 
with Policy S5 (Ecology and 
Biodiversity). We are aware 
that there are hedgerows, 
trees and open water bodies 
in close proximity of the 
development and therefore 
diverse ecological habitats 
that need to be preserved 
and enhanced. There is no 
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evidence of an 
environmental impact 
assessment being carried out 
and that no detrimental 
Impact will arise from the 
development. Furthermore 
one of the neighbouring 
properties is a Local Heritage 
Asset (Policy S7) as it is a 
Grade II listed building. We 
do acknowledge that the 
application appears to be in 
line with the policy S17 Rural 
Economy, in the Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
(made March 2019), however 
all policies in the plan must 
be considered collectively.  
  
Sheepy Parish Council is also 
not supportive of the 
planning application: 

         as the proposed 
entrance/exit to the site 
(off the B4116) is on a 
bend that the Parish 
Council considers to be 
dangerous. Further we 
cannot understand why 
the same entrance/exit 
to the proposed site is 
not the same as that 
approved in planning 
application 
16/00246/FUL (Erection 
of an agricultural workers 
dwelling with associated 
parking and access). This 
would appear a better 
option given the nature 
of the proposed 
development and urge 
the planning authority, 
for the reasons of safety, 
to make this a condition 
should planning 
permission be granted; 
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         following concerns 
raised by Parishioners in 
correspondence received 
by the Council; 
         there being 
insufficient detail 
provided on the long 
term plans for the site, as 
this application only 
forms part of a farm 
diversification project to 
provide additional rural 
tourism infrastructure (as 
referred to in the 
planning application).  
  

The Parish Council strongly 
recommends that the 
applicants discuss their 
diversification plans with the 
Parish Council to ensure that 
they are in line with the 
Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan from 
the outset and consider any 
concerns from 
parishioners.  In this case, a 
suggestion might be that an 
alternative site (for this 
proposed development) on 
the applicant’s land might 
satisfy Policy S8 and also 
comply with the other 
policies in the plan.  
  
The Parish Council also 
recommends that in 
considering this planning 
application, HBBC ascertains 
from the applicant, and 
consults on, how this 
application will integrate 
with any subsequent or 
current applications by this 
applicant to provide 
additional rural tourism 
infrastructure. We strongly 
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recommend that this is done 
before making a decision on 
this application to fully assess 
any possible issues and non 
compliance around the 
policies of the Sheepy 
Neighbourhood Plan and 
especially policies S1 
(Countryside), S5 (Ecology 
and Biodiversity) and S17 
(Rural Economy). 
 

20/00443/P3CR 

Notification for 
proposed change 
of use of 
agricultural 
buildings to 
storage/distribution 
(B8) 

19th May 
2020 

OBJECT 

  

(20/00443/P3CR - 19 May 

2020 - Notification for 

proposed change of use of 

agricultural buildings to 

storage/distribution (B8). 

Village Farm Cottage, 

Sheepy Road, Sibson.) 

Sheepy Parish Council 

understands development is 

not permitted by Class R if 

the cumulative floor 
space of buildings which 
have changed use under 
Class R within an established 
agricultural unit exceeds 500 
square metres. This being the 
case, the applicant has stated 
that the proposed change of 
use including previous prior 
approval totals 443.3m². 
However, the site location 
plan lacks detail and thus 
appears to indicate an area in 
excess of this value, a view 
which is further supported by 
the LCC Highways response 
dated 4 June 2020. 
Therefore, we do not believe 
this development is 
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considerate to the scale, 
form and character of this 
location. 
  
Furthermore, as this site is 
adjacent to residential 
properties we would expect 
that this type of 
development to have some 
impact to neighbouring 
properties, however due to 
insufficient detail within the 
application, it is difficult to 
ascertain the extent of 
impact .Sheepy Parish 
Council supports HBBC 
Environmental Services 
response requesting ‘hours 
of use’ as vehicular 
movements during anti social 
hours would not be in line 
with Policy S8 (Design) 
Sheepy Neighbourhood Plan 
Made March 2019 in which 
all policies apply collectively.   
  
With reference to transport 
and highways impacts and 
how these will be mitigated, 
the applicant states ‘The 
building will be used for the 
storage of building materials 
by the same tenant already 
utilising the building subject 
to the change of use 
19/01333/CRGDO, due to 
increased demand. The 
vehicles transporting 
materials to and from the site 
will be of the same size and 
frequency as existing, the 
vehicles will just be more 
full’.  
  
The HBBC Delegated Report 
for 19/01333/CRGDO 
(11th February 2020) 
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states ‘The applicant 
anticipates no more than one 
vehicular movement (arrival 
and departure) per day’... 
‘and no bigger than a 7 tonne 
lorry (6m in length)’.    
  
The character of the village is 
derived from its agricultural 
origins and the road is an 
ancient road pattern with its 
unique twist and turn and is 
not suitable for the potential 
proposed increased road 
traffic beyond the original 
intended farm use of the site. 
Vehicles will have to drive 
through the conservation 
area of Sibson passing a 
number of Listed Buildings 
and Local Heritage Assets 
(see the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan Policy 
S7). We do not feel the 
application demonstrates 
consideration regarding 
the amenities of 
neighbouring properties 
including privacy, air 
quality, noise and light 
pollution(see Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan Policy S8). 
We would suggest that HBBC 
Conservation is consulted 
regarding any  impact to the 
Conservation Area. 
  
  
The LCC Highways response 
dated 4 June 2020 states that 
it is unable to provide final 
highway guidance on this 
current application due to a 
lack of information and 
requests, Confirmation of the 
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scale of development; Details 
of the site access; Vehicle 
tracking of the largest vehicle 
that could visit the 
site;  Details of the trip 
generation; and  Site layout 
and parking details. Sheepy 
Parish Council believes this 
venture is not suitable for its 
location and surrounding 
assets and agrees with LCC 
Highways that there is 
insufficient detail in this 
application regarding the 
points made by both of us 
above, and therefore 
OBJECTS on these grounds.  
  
Sheepy Parish Council is 
aware of NPPF Paragraph 
109, but would like to take 
the opportunity to reiterate 
(from correspondence to 
HBBC regarding 
19/01333/CRGDO), that it 
would appreciate the 
opportunity to raise further 
concerns, should HBBC grant 
permission for this 
application, and vehicular 
movements exceed this 
approved level and request 
your advice on the process 
for doing so if necessary. 
 

20/00459/FUL 

Permanent 
agricultural 
workers dwelling 
(following 
temporary 
planning 
permission 
reference 
14/00880/FUL), 
and extensions to 
livestock 
building. 

21st May 
2020 

SUPPORT 
  

 Sheepy Parish Council has 
reviewed the above 
application 20/00459/FUL 
(Twin Oaks, Atterton Lane, 
Upton - Permanent 
agricultural workers 
dwelling (following 
temporary planning 
permission reference 
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14/00880/FUL), and 
extensions to livestock 
building) and it appears to be 
in line with the policies, 
which should be considered 
collectively, in the Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made March 2019 and 
notably, with the extensions 
to livestock building, Policy 
S17- Rural Economy.  
  
Sheepy Parish Council 
appreciates the extensive 
documentation supplied with 
this application and as a 
result is able to support the 
need for an agricultural 
worker’s dwelling on the site 
and is sympathetic to the fact 
that there is no suitable 
alternative accommodation 
available to buy or rent, and 
no building suited to 
residential conversion within 
functional proximity of the 
holding. 
Nevertheless, although we 
fully support the applicant’s 
commitment and valuable 
recourse to the local 
economy and community, we 
are aware of Condition 7 of 
the HBBC Delegated Report 
for 14/00880/FUL 2nd April 
2014 along with HBBC’s 
wider planning regulation 
knowledge when making a 
decision on the Permanent 
agricultural workers dwelling 
part of the application.  
 

20/00448/HOU 

Two storey side, 
and single storey 
rear extensions 
 Willowmead Mill 
Lane Sheepy 

26th May 
2020 

NEUTRAL 

Sheepy Parish Council  has 
reviewed the above 
application 20/00448/HOU –
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Parva Atherstone 
Leicestershire 

( Willowmead, Mill Lane, 
Sheepy Parva - Two storey 
side, and single storey rear 
extensions), and it appears 
to be in line with the policies, 
which should be considered 
collectively, in the Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made March 2019.  

 Sheepy Parish Council 
request that Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council 
gives consideration to ensure 
the application complies with 
Policy S8(D) Show 
appropriate regard for the 
amenities of neighbouring 
properties including 
daylight/sunlight, privacy, air 
quality, noise and light 
pollution. 

 
b) A TENS application had been received for San Giovannis to serve take away alcohol every 

weekend throughout June. The Parish Council had no objection to this application. 
 

26/20 Health and safety updates 
Cllr Mick Toogood outlined that any issues at present are not an emergency and can wait for 
routine maintenance after the restrictions have been lifted. He will inspect all of the sites 
during his daily exercise to make sure they are all still safe.  

 
27/20 Litter and Footpaths  

a) Litter pickers are now back out clearing the parish of unwanted litter The local recycling 
centres are also now back open so hopefully there will be no increase in fly tipping. The 
remedial repairs required on the rights of way throughout the Parish have been passed on to 
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council for them to assess. 

b) 10 Highfield Close footpath – The Parish Council has received correspondence from a 
parishioner in Highfield Close asking that the construction of the footpath be delayed until 
the risk of COVID 19 has subsided, as they feel this footpath will increase the resident’s risk 
of catching the condition. The Parish Council debated this and decided to carry on with the 
construction as long as the contractor can provide evidence of their risk assessments 
outlining their control measures to keep the risk of COVID 19 to a minimum. Action – The 
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Parish Chairman has a meeting arranged with the contractor so he will discuss with the 
contractor the need for relevant risk assessments, PPE and agree a suitable start date. 

c) Roadway to Sheepy Playing Fields – Cllr Ivan Ould OBE fed back that he has not had an 
answer back yet about Leicestershire County Council resurfacing the roadway to the playing 
fields. He did however suggest there may be a grant coming out shortly which would assist 
the Parish Council in getting it resolved. Action – Ivan Ould OBE will update when he has 
received more information. 

28/20 Speed Awareness/Vehicle Activated Sign 
 

a) Highway Barrel Planters – The planters can now be installed by the new maintenance 
contractor once the barrels are ready. Action – The Parish Chairman to find out when the 
barrels will be ready so the Parish Clerk can arrange with the contractor for installation. 

b) VAS – The sign has been placed on Main Road Sheepy Magna facing Twycross. 
 

29/20 Ground Maintenance Update 
a) Tree Warden – The grant we applied for from Leicestershire County Council to help with the 

purchase of wildflowers and trees, has now been suspended. Wildflowers have been planted 
in the verge opposite the pub, along with sunflowers and wildflowers next to the new 
outdoor gym on the playing field. 

b) Maintenance Contract – There were a few minor issues raised about the new contractor, a 
parishioner questioned the equipment being used on the playing field, which was resolved 
with information from the contractor. Sibson church had to trim back some of the 
overgrowth in their grounds as they were concerned the contractor was not going to 
complete the works. The contractor completed the works at the church the next day 
resolving the issue.  

c) Flooding – The Parish Clerk has emailed Hinckley and Bosworth Borough council for an 
update on the Flood Warden scheme.  

30/20 LCC Highway matters 
Shenton Lane Sibson Road Closure from 11th May up to 2 days 
A5 Resurfacing and Diversion plans in place for overnight works – The Parish Clerk has 
written to Highways England to express our concern as to the number of HGV’s who will 
ignore the diversion route and what implementations they can put in place to stop this from 
happening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
31/20 Policies and Procedures 

a) Policies Update - The Parish Clerk will circulate a timetable for the review of the Parish 
Council Policies and Procedures. 

 
32/20 General correspondence (emailed to Councillors) 
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a) Round Robin 
b) Local Electricity Bill  
c) Rural Gated Community 

 
33/20 Finance 

 

a) Income, expenditure and signing of cheques 
 

Date Method Payee Details  Total   VAT  

23/05/20 SO Eon Lights 52  

01/05/20 CH Haines Watts Payroll 23.11 3.75 

May CH Clerk Wages 667.55 0 

19/05/20 CH LRALC Ltd Virtual training 328.29 0 

01/05/20 CH LRALC Ltd Internal Audit 23.94  

29/05/2020 CH JP Maintenance Grass 352.23  

01/06/20 SO First Respnders Donation 500  

01/05/20 CH IOSH Membership 133  
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b) Year End accounts 2019/2020 
 

 
2018/19 
Actual 

2019/2020 
Budget  

2019/2020 
Actual 

Receipts       
Bank balance current account 8475.47 18047.31 18048 
Bank balance deposit account 17421.9 17422 17421.9 
Interest from bank accounts 0   10.6 
Precept 30000 35000 35000 
VAT Refund 4653.05 2598.86 2598.86 
Grants Parish Fund and S106 0 7500 10710.32 
Neighbourhood Plan 5891   0 
Insurance Claim 0   905 
Total 66441.42 80568.17 84694.68 

        

Payments       
Admin and Training 1029.48 2000 903.74 
Clerk's salary 9140.37 9000 6541.8 
Insurance 3004.25 4000 2511.08 
Donations 134 600 563.66 
Hire Meeting Room 48 350 48 
Grass cutting/planting 4317.19 5000 3499.44 
Street Lighting 629.03 875 1775.32 
Audit 320 375 450 
misc 430.58 2500 684.5 
Dog and Waste Bins 1036.07 1100 836.71 
Income Tax 450.88 0 1469 
VAT 2598.86 3000 5021.05 
Neighbourhood Devpt Plan 7833.5 0 0 
Defib 0 300 1603.98 
Footpath 0 0 0 
Noticeboard 0 0 480 

Outdoor Gym   15000 20683.19 
Total 30972.21 44100 47071.47 
        
Excess of Inc/Exp 35469.21 36468.17 37623.21 

c) Year End Audit – The Parish Clerk is working with the Internal Auditor to finalise the 
2019/2020 accounts and the financial Reserve was agreed to be kept at £18,000. 
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34/20 Matters to note/add to a future agenda 
Cllr Mick Toogood asked if a review of the Neighbourhood Plan could be added to the next 
month’s agenda, this will need to be carried out within 2 years of it being made. 

  
The Vice Chairman asked the Parish Councillors if they were happy to continue the meeting past 
9:30pm, Meeting closed at 09:50 pm.  
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 7thJuly via Zoom (7:30pm) 
 


