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Sheepy Parish Council December2020 Meeting 

Date & Time Tuesday 1st December 2020 @ 7:30pm 
Venue Via ZOOM 
Attendees: 
Parish Councillors 
Sheepy 

Ian Papworth - Chairman 
Rob Ward - Vice Chairman 
John Ward  
Kate Gardiner 
Clive Stretton 

Parish Councillors 
Sibson 

Brian May 
Josh Melen 

Parish Councillor 
Upton 

David Clarke 

Parish Councillor 
Wellsborough 

None 

Others  Ivan Ould OBE County Councillor 
Cllr Kevin Morrell Borough Councillor 
Cllr Jonathan Collett Borough Councillor 
Jason Stephenson - Parish Clerk 
1 Parishioner+3 representatives from Severn Trent Water 

 
 
118/20   Chairman’s welcome and to receive apologies and approval of absences – The Parish 
Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Paul Stanford and Cllr Mick Toogood 
 
119/20 Declarations of interest and request for dispensations – None 
  
120/20 Parishioners Open Forum –  A parishioner raised concern over the impact the proposed Tier 
3 status will have on local businesses when it is implemented on the 2nd December and whilst it is now 
too late to influence the government vote on the implementation of the proposed tiers, could the 
Parish Council write to the local MP asking him to lobby for Leicestershire to be de coupled from 
Leicester and to even go one step further and ask that the tiers be implemented at Borough level and 
not county wide level. Also if the Parish is to stay in a Tier 3 or Tier 2 status that the local businesses 
are considered for additional financial assistance from the government.  
The Parish Council agree with the Tiered approach and that everyone’s health comes first during this 
pandemic and will support any restrictions the government feel fit to impose on the Parish. However 
they do agree a more focused approach would be beneficial to where the Tiers are implemented and 
they will write to local MP expressing these views before the next proposed vote in government. 
Action – Parish Clerk to draft letter and to circulate to councillors for approval 
 
121/20  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd November 2020– The minutes were 

signed as a true and correct record. 
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122/20 Clerk’s report  
 

a) Councillor Vacancies-The Parish Clerk has not received any further interest from the 
parishioners in Wellsborough, this is disappointing after the hard work Cllr Clive Stretton and 
Cllr John Ward had put in visiting the Ward. The new flood warden is keen to be a parish 
councillor however resides in Sheepy Magna. The Parish Councillors would still prefer the new 
councillor resides in Wellsborough and with the impending completion of Hornsey Rise there 
will be additional parishioners to canvas. In the interim Cllr Josh Melen agreed to oversee 
Wellsborough as well as his role in Sibson Ward. Action – Parish Clerk to share contact details 
of previous Wellsborough councillor (with their approval) to assist Cllr Josh Melen with historic 
and existing issues in the ward. 

b) Community Facilities Organisations – To move this project forward Cllr Kate Gardiner will need 
support as she has not had time to focus on what is required, this is mainly due to the hard 
work all the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are putting in reviewing the existing Plan. 
Cllr Ian Papworth offered his assistance and will liaise with Cllr Kate Gardiner regarding future 
progression. 

c) Community Response Plan – The Parish Clerk had met with the new flood warden and had 
outlined the plan for her input, it was also circulated to Cllr Rob Ward and Cllr Ian Papworth 
and a meeting is to be held to finalise before the next Parish Council meeting. 

d) Severn Trent –  Three representatives from Severn Trent Water kindly attended the Parish 
Council meeting to give an overview of the future works being carried out to improve the 
clean water bursts the parish had recently been experiencing: 
The water pipes in your local area are made of cast iron and were laid in the late 1950’s early 
1960's. Cast iron pipes are extremely robust and have a life expectancy of up to 100 years. 
Following analysis on the frequency of leaks in the area and an inspection of the water pipes 
we have established that the integrity of the pipes is in the condition we would expect for a 
pipe of that age.   
Another cause of pipes bursting can be when the pressure is too high or unstable and our 
analysis also identified the pressure in your area is high. What this means is, the pressure is 
too high for the flow of water. When the pressure builds it pops the valves and connections on 
the pipes. 
So our first priority is to stabilise the pressure and to do this we are going to install 3 smart 
pressure management valves (PMV’s) at certain critical points in your area.  These will calm 
the network and deliver the same pressure during the day and evening and reduce excess 
pressure when the flow is low during the night. When the flow reduces at night the unit will 
identify a drop in demand and auto adjust and reduce the pressure. In the morning when 
demand increases it will again auto adjust and deliver more pressure. Installing this smart 
piece of kit will ensure there is no impact to the pressure when it's needed most. We’ll also be 
breaking up a large area into smaller more manageable sections with the objective of being 
able to monitor, locate and fix any issues more effectively and efficiently. 
We are currently working with our design consultants to set out framework agreements and 
contracts which will be designed and fully scoped out within the next couple months. Our aim 
is to have this project delivered by early 2021.  The Project Team have been made fully aware 
of the urgency of this and that they must ensure this scheme is delivered to the plan 
timescales.   
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In the longer term, we are making preparations to submit a capital investment request for a 
mains renewal scheme with the aim of delivery by the end of this 5 year financial period (2020 
– 2025) 
 
In the below picture we’ve labelled where the PMV and meter installs will be located (meter is 
a flow meter we use to monitor flow increases indicating bursts or leaks in that section), as 
well as new network splits which help to also break up the area into more manageable 
sections. 
  
Red arrows show flow direction and original pressures. 
Green arrows show flow direction and lower pressures after interventions. 
 

 
 

e) Main Road location of bin – This is now with street scene at HBBC and the Parish Clerk is 
awaiting feedback about this issue. 

f) Communication improvement – A Parish Council newsletter had been produced and 
circulated by Cllr Kate Gardiner and had been greatly received. The Parish Council would like 
to produce this newsletter and post it to all the properties within the Parish before Christmas, 
it will then decide how often this newsletter should be produced. Cllr Kate Gardiner also asked 
if the historic/places of interest noticeboards could be discussed at the next meeting as this 
would be an ideal project for tourism in the new financial year. Action – Parish Clerk to obtain 
quotes for distribution of newsletter 

g) Coffee morning – The charity coffee morning is now booked on Monday 14th December 
between 10;30 and 11:30 in the car park at the playing fields, the councillors agreed to this 
event being advertised on the website and on social media. Action – Parish Clerk to organise 
advertisement for the event 
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123/20 Reports: 

 

a) County Councillor report: this had been circulated and Cllr Ivan Ould OBE asked if there was 
any questions, he also added that: He had received reports of parishioners falling over in the 
parish but has not received the relevant information to back up these claims. He had 
forwarded an Aunt Sally letter to the three Parish Council along the A444, this is in relation 
to the ongoing issue with speeding motorcyclist, once he has received comments he will get 
the three Parish Council chairman to sigh before sending off. This issue had also resulted in a 
zoom meeting with the local MP Dr Luke Evans and Ivan encouraged all Parish Councils to 
contact the MP with any relevant issues within their parish. 

 
b) Borough Councillor Report: Cllr Kevin Morrell outlined current issues the Borough Council 

was having with a parish trying to get their Neighbourhood Plan completed. He asked that 
the Sheepy Neighbourhood Plan steering group verified and confirmed local and national 
polices as they review their Neighbourhood Plan. The PCIF has been merged with the 
Hinckley Initiative fund and will be advertised in December. The Rural Strategy is now 
complete and he is hoping a Rural Forum will be organised soon. Cllr Jonathan Collett added 
that the borough council currently face three major issues; COVID, increase in planning 
applications and finance, he was disappointed there was no medium term financial strategy  
in place and hoped it would not impact on the Parish Councils precept setting level. 

 
Police & Crime figures –No Police newsletter has been received and the crime stats have not 
been updated. 

 
124/20 Planning applications & updates (see HBBC Planning website for full details) 

 

Reference Application 
Details and 

Location 

Dated PC Response driven by Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

‘made’ 19th March 2019 

20/01079/FUL 

Extensions to 
livestock building. : 
Twin Oaks Atterton 
Lane Upton 
Nuneaton 
Leicestershire 

20/11/2020 

 

20/01078/FUL 

Temporary 
agricultural workers 
dwelling 
 : Twin Oaks 
Atterton Lane 
Upton Nuneaton 
Leicestershire 

18/11/2020 

 

20/01135/CONDIT 

Variation of 
condition 5 of 
planning 
permission 

13/11/2020 

NEUTRAL 
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19/00453/REM to 
alter the 
approved visibility 
splays 
 : Hornsey Rise 
Memorial Home 
Bosworth Road 
Wellsborough 
Nuneaton 
Leicestershire 

Sheepy Parish Council has 
reviewed the above application-
20/01135/CONDIT - 13th 
November 2020 (Hornsey Rise 
Memorial Home, Bosworth Road, 
Wellsborough. Variation of 
condition 5 of planning permission 
19/00453/REM to alter the 
approved visibility splays), and it 
appears to be in line with the 
policies, which should be 
considered collectively, in 
the Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made March 2019.  
  
The Parish Council assumes that 
the specifics regarding the access 
and splays etc will be concluded by 
Leicestershire County Highways as 
the expert body. 
  
Further,Sheepy Parish Council is 
cognisant of  the multiple 
Delegated Reports associated with 
this development and would like to 
ensure that the requirements 
within  the  Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made March 
2019 are being, or have been 
addressed, specifically around 
policy S13(E). The construction of a 
footpath/cycle path from the site 
to the south side of Bosworth Road 
to the point where there is a 
footpath on the north side of 
Bosworth Road; and (F). A 
landscaping scheme should be 
implemented to provide for an 
improvement in biodiversity and 
include the retention and 
enhancement of trees and 
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hedgerows along the boundaries of 
the site. 
 

20/01109/HOU 

Two storey rear 
extension and first 
floor side extension 
including 
accomodation in 
roof space 
: Willowmead Mill 
Lane Sheepy 
Parva Atherstone 
Leicestershire 

06/11/2020 

NEUTRAL 

  
Sheepy Parish Council  has 
reviewed the above application 
20/01109/HOU –( Willowmead, 
Mill Lane, Sheepy Parva - Two 
storey rear extension and first 
floor side extension including 
accommodation in roof space), 
and it appears to be in line with 
the policies, which should be 
considered collectively, in 
the Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made March 2019.  

Sheepy Parish Council is cognisant 
of  the previous application for this 
property and the ‘Delegated 
Report Planning 27 July 2020 - Ref: 
20/00448/HOU’ and request that 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough 
Council gives consideration to the 
aforesaid Delegated Report to 
ensure the application complies 
with Policy S8(D) Show appropriate 
regard for the amenities of 
neighbouring properties including 
daylight/sunlight, privacy, air 
quality, noise and light pollution. 
 

20/01091/HOU 

Detached garage 
: White Cottage 
Stoke Road Upton 
Nuneaton 
Leicestershire 

30/10/2020 

NEUTRAL 

  
Sheepy Parish Council  has 
reviewed the above application- 
20/01091/HOU -30 October 2020 
(White Cottage, Stoke Road, 
Upton- Detached garage), and it 
appears to be in line with the 
policies, which should be 
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considered collectively, in 
the Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made March 2019.  
  
Nevertheless, Sheepy Parish 
Council is aware that the proposed 
garage is some considerable 
distance from the dwelling and 
therefore respect HBBC’s wider 
planning regulation knowledge 
regarding any curtilage/boundary 
issues, not necessarily known by 
Sheepy Parish Council, on this 
matter. 
  
Furthermore, as part of the 
application the Parish Council 
assumes that any potential issues 
regarding access will be addressed 
by the respective authorities. 
 

a) Consultation of Masterplan Station Road Market Bosworth  
The Neighbourhood Steering Group is waiting for confirmation that Market Bosworth Parish 
Council have accepted this plan, if is this is the case we will align our response accordingly. 

b) Witherley Consultation on Neighbourhood Plan 
The Neighbourhood Steering Group will be looking at this consultation and will formulate a 
response as required. 
 

125/20 Neighbourhood Plan Update 
PROGRESS 

 Draft of revised Neighbourhood Plan produced which includes all agreed changes, 
completed by our consultant, and now being reviewed by the Steering Group. Some further 
updates and additional maps still being worked on as changes in the mapping software have 
slowed progress. 

 A ‘time out’ has resulted in a revised approach for Design Code development which will 
provide increased value both to Parishioners and Planners and the Parish Council when 
submitting and assessing   planning applications 

o Design code for Sibson being reworked into this new format 
o Design codes for the rest of the Parish under development with our consultant and 

SG  
 This will mean that the project will now extend into next fiscal, target completion May/June 

o HBBC Planning Policy have confirmed that they can support our timescales and 
wishes regarding choice of examiner 

 Finance  
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o On track as per approved Locality grant and PC funding 
o As the project will run into next fiscal year, some funding may be required next fiscal 

NEXT STEPS 
 Complete reviews and updates to finalise Pre-Submission version of the new plan 
 Work to finalise all the Design Codes  

APPROVAL REQUIRED @ December Parish Council meeting 
 Gain approval by the PC for of the revised timescales in order to proceed to Pre-Submission 

consultation, targeting end February 
 Agreement to consider and, in principle include funds in the PC’s 2021/22 budget for the 

completion of the project, subject to any additional grants being explored first. 
The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to the approval of the 
revised timescales and to include funds in the 2021/2022 budget 

 
126/20 Health and safety updates 
The Parish Clerk gave an update on the issues 

22/09/20 Issues 20/01/20 
action 
required 

20/09/20 
action required 

Parish Council decision 

1 Bus shelter - Sheepy - 
requires cleaning and 
ground weeds removing 
 

Yes Yes It has been cleaned 
 

3 Do we need to get 
feedback or a report from 
Rob ref the signs? 

? ? Cllr Rob Ward will liaise 
with Cllr Mick Toogood 
 

4 Upton notice board - side 
section starting to rot. 
Splinters could cause an 
accident. Recommend it is 
replaced with same style 
as all others in Parish 
 

Yes Yes Cllr David Clarke is 
arranging for it to be 
painted and is happy with 
the existing noticeboard – 
No action 
 

5 Small area of concern is 
the state of the small 
metal picket fence at 
front of the church which 
is in poor condition 
(loose) and needs 
refurbishing to make it 
secure again  
 

yes yes Neil Jones was aware and is 
monitoring the situation 
 

8 Dog litter bin next to mill 
pond. Not used for some 
time as hedge overgrown. 
Probably a health hazard. 
Recommend it is seen to 

yes yes Will be added to Schedule 
of work 
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and either replaced with 
new or not replaced at all 
 

9 Bench at Sheepy (and 
Upton if also a PC asset - 
loose slats) could do with 
refurbishing or having 
slats replaced. Not 
looking good in present 
condition 
 

yes yes Will be added to Schedule 
of work 
 

9 Do we know who is 
responsible for the seats 
around the playing field 
and the bench in the 
Churchyard? 
 

? ? The SPFA and the church – 
No action needed from the 
Parish Council  
 

10 We need to see how we 
get a report ref the 
defibrillators from the 
first responders 
 

? ? Parish Clerk has asked how 
this is recorded 
 

New Trees overhanging 
footpath at side of school 
 

 Y Will be added to Schedule 
of work 
 

 
 
127/20 Litter and Footpaths  

a) Litter picking has continued and they have collected over 200 bags of rubbish in the past 
month. Unfortunately two of the volunteers are due to retire, this will leave a shortfall of 
litter pickers in the parish. Cllr Kate Gardiner will add the vacancies to the parish council 
newsletter. 

b) Roadway to Sheepy Playing Fields – The potholes have deteriorated significantly over the 
last month, the Parish Clerk has took photos and raised another complaint with 
Leicestershire County Council. Action – Ivan Ould OBE will update when he has received 
more information. Parish Clerk to investigate possibility of footpath along the side of the 
roadway. 

128/20 Speed Awareness/Vehicle Activated Sign 
a) VAS – The sign is on the A444 it will be removed and the data downloaded, then it will be 

moved to Main Road Sheepy Magna. 
b) Motorcycle Noise through Sibson – Cllr Josh Melen gave his thanks to Ivan Ould OBE for the 

Aunt Sally letter he had written on Sheepy, Witherley and Twycross Parish Councils behalf. 
Once signed this will be sent to the Chairman of Leicestershire County Council and the Chief 
Constable of Leicestershire Police. 
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129/20 Ground Maintenance Update 
a) Tree Warden – It’s a quiet time for planting in the parish, however the Tree Warden had de 

weeded and tidied up the Trough opposite the Black Horse Public House after a complaint 
from a disgruntled parishioner. 

b) Maintenance Contract – The maintenance contract is on a year by year contract for 3 years, 
the Parish Clerk asked the councillors if they were in agreement to extend the current 
contract with the contractor for the upcoming year. The Parish Councillors proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed to the approval of extending the current contract for 
another year 

c) Flooding – The new flood wardens have had a meeting to discuss the best way forward, they 
will be producing a leaflet to post through parishioners doors affected by flooding and 
producing a page for the website which will have all the relevant information parishioners 
require in times of flood. 

130/20 LCC Highway matters 
 Shenton Lane Sibson Road closure 21 days 9th November 

Sibson Road Sheepy Parva 21 days 14th November 
 
131/20 Policies and Procedures 

a) Policies Update – The sub-committee have recommended that three policies be approved 
by councillors; 

 Code of Conduct 
 GDPR 
 Co Opt of councillors 

 
Cllr Rob Ward asked for a slight amendment to the Code of Conduct – The removal of 
reference to the Nolan Principle and to be replaced with reference to the Seven Principles of 
Public Life. 
The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to the approval of the 
policies and to the amendment of the Code of Conduct 

 
132/20 General correspondence (emailed to Councillors) 
 a) Round Robin 
 b) Covid Update 

c) Planning Consultation – The Neighbourhood Steering Group will assess and report back on 
this consultation. 

 d) Better Care Together 
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133/20 Finance 
 

a) Income, expenditure and signing of cheques 
 

Date Method Payee Details  Total   VAT  

23/11/20 SO Eon Lights 52  

01/11/20 CH Haines Watts Payroll 23.11 3.75 

27/10/20 CH P and P window cleaners Bus Shelter 35  

November CH Clerk Wages 667.55 0 

15/11/20 CH Bonfire Society Grant 1000  

11/11/20 CH NAMESCO Web name 15.59 2.60 

01/12/20 CH Upton  Xmas Tree 120  

01/12/20 CH Sheepy Scouts COVID Grant 1000  

01/12/20 CH Good Neighbourhood Scheme COVID Grant 300  

01/12/20 CH 
Sheepy Flower & Vegetable  
Show 

COVID Grant 463.75  

b) COVID Grant 
The COVID grant sub committee recommended that the following grants be approved. 

Organisation Grant Amount 
Good Neighbourhood Scheme £300 
Sheepy Scouts £1000 
Sheepy Flower & Vegetable  Show £463.75 

 
An application has also been received from Sheepy Playing Fields Association, this is yet to be 
assessed by the COVID grant sub-committee. They are also hoping to be provided with details 
of the Sheepy Brownie Group so they can be approached about applying for a grant. The 
Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to the approval of the 
grants recommended by the COVID grant sub committee  
 

c) External Audit  
The external audit had been completed on the Parish Council finances and all documentation 
has been circulated and notices placed on website. 
The Parish Clerk recommended that the Parish Council use the Internal Auditor from the 
LRALC for next year’s audit. 
The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to the appointment of 
this auditor  
 

d) Other Financial Items 
The Parish Clerk had circulated a draft budget and asked all councillors to prepare for budget 
approval at Januarys meeting, he will also forward the Tax Bands for the Precept once he has 
received them 
Cllr David Clarke asked if the Parish Council would make a donation of £120 to the installation 
of a Christmas tree in Upton. 
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The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to the approval of the 
donation 

 

134/20 Matters to note/add to a future agenda 
 
The Vice Chairman asked the Parish Councillors if they were happy to continue the meeting past 
9:30pm, Meeting closed at 9:45 pm.  
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 5tht January via Zoom (7:30pm) 
 


