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Sheepy Parish Council January 2021 Meeting 

Date & Time Tuesday 5th January 2021 @ 7:30pm 
Venue Via ZOOM 
Attendees: 
Parish Councillors 
Sheepy 

Ian Papworth - Chairman 
Rob Ward - Vice Chairman 
John Ward  
Kate Gardiner 
Clive Stretton 
Mick Toogood 
Paul Sanford 

Parish Councillors 
Sibson 

Brian May 
 

Parish Councillor 
Upton 

 

Parish Councillor 
Wellsborough & 
Upton 

Josh Melen 

Others  Ivan Ould OBE County Councillor 
Cllr Jonathan Collett Borough Councillor 
Jason Stephenson - Parish Clerk 
1 Parishioner 

 
 
135/20   Chairman’s welcome and to receive apologies and approval of absences – The Parish 
Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished everyone a Happy New Year 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr David Clarke 
 
136/20 Declarations of interest and request for dispensations – None 
  
137/20 Parishioners Open Forum – A parishioner introduced himself as Bertie Rushdon and outlined 
that he will be standing in the May elections to hopefully replace Ivan Ould OBE who unfortunately is 
retiring. He regularly updates himself with the Parish Council meeting minutes and is keen to keep 
abreast of the issues facing the parish. 
 
Cllr Josh Melen expressed concern that he has received from a parishioner regarding the exterior 
condition of The Cock Inn at Sibson, Cllr Jonathan Collett asked that we contact the conservation 
Officer at Hinckley and Bosworth Council with any concerns as they are keeping a close eye on the 
property. Cllr Kate Gardiner offered to have a look at the building and give her professional opinion 
on whether she feels the condition is superficial or not. Cllr Josh Melen welcomed this and will await 
Cllr Kate Gardiner’s comments before he contacts Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. 
 
Cllr Rob Ward passed on the concerns of a parishioner on the condition of the carriageway on Main 
Road Sheepy Magna outside of the layby. There is a rut forming along the centre of the carriageway 
which needs reporting to Leicestershire County Council, the Parish Clerk will take photos and report 
to the highway authority. 
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Cllr Kate Gardiner is concerned about the number of road accidents that have happened recently in 
Sheepy Magna and wondered what the Parish Council could do. Cllr rob Ward agreed to move the VAS 
to the south of Sheepy Magna on Main road, this is near to where the accidents have occurred, to see 
if there is an issue with speeding. 
 
138/20  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2020– The minutes were 

signed as a true and correct record. 
 
139/20 Clerk’s report  
 

a) Community Facilities Organisations – Due to the COVID outbreak this committee have not met 
and its objectives have stalled and the purpose now needs re-evaluating. Cllr Kate Gardiner 
will produce a summary of the committee and its objectives and share with all councillors 
before the next Parish Council meeting. Action – Cllr Kate Gardiner to circulate before next 
Parish Council meeting 

b) Community Response Plan – The Parish Clerk has received feedback from the Flood Warden 
and is awaiting feedback from Cllr Rob Ward and Cllr Ian Papworth. Action – Cllr Ian Papworth 
and Cllr Rob Ward to provide feedback ASAP 

c) Main Road location of bin – Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council are in the process of 
removing the Litter Bin. 

d) Communication improvement – The Parish Clerk circulated the printing costs for the proposed 
newsletter and asked if the councillors would like the COVID leaflet printing again at the same 
time to share with parishioners during the latest lockdown.  The Parish Councillors proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed to the production of the newsletter and the COVID 
leaflets and for the councillors to distribute to parishioners 
Action – Parish Clerk to arrange the production of the newsletter and leaflets. 

e) Information Signs – Cllr Kate Gardiner circulated the document she had produced outlining 
her thoughts and expectations of the proposed signs that may be installed throughout the 
parish. It was agreed that a sub-committee should be formed to move this project forward 
and to obtain relevant funding etc, ASAP. Cllr Kate Gardiner, Cllr Ian Papworth, Cllr Josh Melen 
Cllr Rob Ward and the Parish Clerk agreed to form the sub-committee. Action - Sub Committee 
to meet before next Parish Council meeting to agree the way forward with the proposed signs. 

 
140/20 Reports: 

 

a) County Councillor report: this had been circulated and Cllr Ivan Ould OBE asked if there was 
any questions, he also added that: 

o The letter he had sent to LCC, HBBC and Leicestershire Police countersigned by 
Sheepy, Twycross and Witherley Parish Council regarding the motorcycle noise along 
the A444 had received two responses so far from HBBC and LCC, he is just awaiting a 
response from Leicestershire Police. 

o Earlier in the day he had attended a COVID briefing where he was informed that all 
the medical facilities within the County were now at capacity due to the pandemic.  

 
b) Borough Councillor Report: Cllr Jonathan Collett outlined the issues borough council 

currently face:  
o There is still no medium term financial plan in place for the council. 
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o The 5 year housing plan is currently unbalanced and still at risk of not being 
delivered. 

o There is a full planning meeting to be held on 12th January, one for Sheepy Parish 
Council to watch is the proposed commercial development at the tractor suppliers in 
Twycross. 

o The rural strategy has now been published and should be shared shortly. 
 

Police & Crime figures –No Police newsletter has been received and the crime stats have not 
been updated. 

 
141/20 Planning applications & updates (see HBBC Planning website for full details) 

 

Reference Application 
Details and 

Location 

Dated PC Response driven by Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

‘made’ 19th March 2019 

20/01218/HOU 

Single storey rear 
extension 
Windermere 
House 3 Mill 
Cottages Mill 
Lane Sheepy 
Parva Atherstone 

3 
December 

2020 

SUPPORT 

  
Sheepy Parish Council has reviewed 
the above application-
20/01218/HOU-3 December 2020 
(Windermere House, 3 Mill 
Cottages, Mill Lane, Sheepy Parva - 
Single storey rear extension), and 
it appears to be in line with the 
policies, which should be 
considered collectively, in 
the Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made March 2019.  
  
 Sheepy Parish Council request that 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough 
Council gives consideration to 
ensure the application complies 
with Policy S8(D) Show appropriate 
regard for the amenities of 
neighbouring properties including 
daylight/sunlight, privacy, air 
quality, noise and light pollution. 

 

20/01095/FUL 

Replacement 
vehicular access 
The White House 
Bosworth Road 

8 
December 

2020 

NEUTRAL 
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Wellsborough 
Nuneaton 
Leicestershire 

Sheepy Parish Council has reviewed 
the above application-
20/01095/FUL - 8 December 2020 
 (The White House, Bosworth 
Road, Wellsborough- Replacement 
vehicular access), and it appears to 
be in line with the policies, which 
should be considered collectively, 
in the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made March 
2019.  
  
Nevertheless, Sheepy Parish 
Council notices that the ‘Design & 
Access Statement 27 October 2020 
-states that …. there would be a 
highway gain in terms of road 
safety’. However, by moving the 
vehicular access further west closer 
to the bend in the road, this would 
appear to achieve the opposite and 
reduce the visibility splays. 
  
As this was the scene of a road 
traffic crash (January 1998) which 
resulted in five fatalities and that 
subsequently, a 12 year old boy 
was killed in another accident in 
July 2014, Sheepy Parish Council  
does not feel qualified to form a 
judgment, as it appears unclear 
from the documentation as to 
whether or not there would be ‘a 
highway gain in terms of road 
safety’. We will therefore respect 
LCC Highways wider regulation 
knowledge when assessing this 
application. 
  
Should permission be granted, 
Sheepy Parish Council requests 
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HBBC asks for a hedgerow to be 
planted at the ‘old’ vehicular access 
so as to enhance biodiversity. 
 

a) Consultation of Masterplan Station Road Market Bosworth  
The Parish Council had agreed via email, that the following response was sent (this response 
was sent on 19th December 2020): 
Sheepy Parish Council has considered and is supportive of this consultation for our 
neighbouring Market Bosworth Parish, as it appears to be seeking to implement the policies 
and aspirations laid out in the Market Bosworth’s Neighbourhood Plan made in 2015. 
It is very pleasing to see a consultation which strives to implement the wishes of the Parish and 
builds on, and further reinforces, the value of a Neighbourhood Plan which reflects the 
consultation views of parishioners. 
 

b) Witherley Consultation on Neighbourhood Plan 
The Neighbourhood Steering Group had approved and circulated the following response for 
the Parish Council to approve. 
Sheepy Parish Council, having developed and had their own Neighbourhood plan ‘made’  2019, 
acknowledge and compliment Witherley Parish Council on having developed their proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan to the Pre-Submission Consultation stage, a significant achievement!  
Sheepy Parish Council note that the proposed plan is comprehensive and seems to cover all the 
areas we have come to expect from a Neighbourhood Plan.   
In particular, we are in general support of policies where they complement existing ‘made’ 
policies in the aforementioned Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood Plan and where they strive for 
the same objectives.  
This is particularly relevant to Countryside, Green Space and View protection, Biodiversity 
enhancement and protection and especially Flooding whose potential impact is something 
which transgresses Neighbourhood Plan designated areas!  
The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to the approval of the 
response. Action – The Parish Clerk to send the approved response before the deadline of 8th 
January 2021 

 
142/20 Neighbourhood Plan Update 
  
 PROGRESS  

 Draft of revised Neighbourhood Plan produced which includes all agreed changes, and this is 
now being reviewed by the Steering Group. Map updates still being worked on as changes in 
the mapping software have slowed progress.  

 Draft Design Codes for Sibson, Sheepy Magna and Sheepy Parva written and being reviewed 
by the Steering Group 

 Finance 
 o On track as per approved Locality grant and PC funding  

 Draft response developed to the Witherley Neighbourhood Plan Pre-submission consultation 
for PC approval  

 Review of the HBBC ‘Sustainability’ consultation being undertaken as requested by the PC
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NEXT STEPS  
 Complete Design Codes for the remainder of the parish  
 Work to finalise all the Design Codes  

APPROVAL REQUIRED @ January Parish Council meeting  
 Gain approval by the PC for the draft Witherley Pre-Submission consultation response 

created by the Steering Group, to be submitted by the Clerk on or before 8th January ‘21  
 
143/20 Health and safety updates 

The Parish Clerk outlined that all the previous maintenance issued raised have now been 
compiled into a schedule of works and has been passed over to the maintenance contractor to 
submit a price to complete. A meeting will be arranged at the sites between the contractor, Cllr 
Ian Papworth and Cllr Mick Toogood to discuss the specification of the works. However this may 
not take place until the current COVID restrictions are eased. 

 
144/20 Litter and Footpaths  

a) Whilst the litter pickers were working along Watery Lane another volunteer was found 
working, which has boosted the litter picker numbers. 

b) Roadway to Sheepy Playing Fields and Highfield Close – There has still been no response 
from LCC regarding the poor state of the roadway from Brookside Place to the playing fields. 
Cllr Ian Papworth has received a complaint from a parishioner regarding the steepness of the 
new footpath constructed at Highfield Close. It was agreed that the Parish Clerk should 
source estimates into the improvements of the path, to match the other specifications of 
the footpaths in the glade and also to soften to gradient to allow wheelchairs to utilise the 
new footpath. Action – The Parish Clerk to chase LCC and to obtain estimates to improve the 
new footpath. 

145/20 Speed Awareness/Vehicle Activated Sign 
a) VAS – The sign is on the A444 it will be removed and the data downloaded, then it will be 

moved to south end of Main Road in Sheepy Magna due to the recent spate of accidents in 
this area. 

b) Motorcycle Noise through Sibson – Cllr Josh Melen gave his thanks again to Ivan Ould OBE 
for his assistance in this matter and had nothing else to report that hadn’t already been 
covered by the County Councillor. 
 

146/20 Ground Maintenance Update 
a) Tree Warden – We have received 20kg of free daffodil bulbs, these are being planted along 

Ratcliffe Lane, Sibson Church, Sheepy School, the glade, Mill Flats and the planter by the 
Black Horse. 

b) Maintenance Contract – No updates at present. 
c) Flooding – The river has been high twice over the past month and whilst it was never at risk 

of breaking its banks, flood warnings had been circulated via social media.. 

147/20 LCC Highway matters 
 Ratcliffe Lane Road Closure 1st February 3 days 
 Tinsell Lane Road Closure 4th Mach 4 days 
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148/20 Policies and Procedures 

a) Policies Update – Due to the current high workload being experienced by the 
Neighbourhood Steering Group no policies have been reviewed this month. The Parish Clerk 
will send an update to the subcommittee for the policies to be reviewed for the rest of the 
year. Action – The Parish Clerk to circulate an update. 

 
149/20 General correspondence (emailed to Councillors) 
 a) Round Robin 
 b) Covid Update 
 c) Parish Forum 
 d) Census 2021 
 e) MP Letter Re COVID 
 f) Covid-19 preventative behaviour and symptoms study 
 g) RCC Impact Survey 
 h) Parish Community Initiative Fund 
 i) Community Pubs 
 j) Leicestershire CC Budget Plan 
 k) Delivery Scam 
 
150/20 Finance 

 

a) Income, expenditure and signing of cheques 
 

Date Method Payee Details  Total   VAT  

23/11/20 SO Eon Lights 52  

01/11/20 CH Haines Watts Payroll 23.11 3.75 

27/10/20 CH EON Light Repair 43.20 7.2 

November CH Clerk Wages 667.55 0 

15/11/20 CH HBBC Dog Bin 267.40 42.90 

11/11/20 CH EON Quarterly Maintenance 93.91 15.65 

04/12/20 CH LRALC Training & Climate Day 62  

05/01/21 CH DEFIB STORE Replacement Pads 240 40 

2/01/21 CH ICO Data Protection 40  

b) COVID Grant 
An application has also been received from Sheepy Playing Fields Association and Sheepy 
Brownies, these are yet to be assessed by the COVID grant sub-committee. They asked if the 
councillors were happy to agree with their recommendations if they were made prior to the 
next Parish Council meeting. . The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously 
agreed to the adhere to the recommendation of the sub committee   
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c) 2021/2022 Budget 

The Parish Clerk Had circulated a draft budget and the new tax bands for 2021/2022 
precept. 
After discussion it was greed to keep the precept at the current value of £35,000 and to 
accept the budget with the following additions being budgeted for; 

 Improvements to the footpaths at Highfield Close and Brookside Place 
 Installation of Information/Historical Information signs 
 Neighbourhood Plan review consultations fees 
 Consultation Fees for planning applications. 
 Sustainability feasibility 
 Consultation/Feasibility for Shelter 

 
 

 Year Budget Actual Budget 
Receipts Apr-19 Apr-20 Apr-20 Apr-21 

 Mar-20 
Mar-

21 Mar-21 Mar-22 
Bank balance current account 18048 17462 17462 26295 
Bank balance deposit account 17421.9 17422 17422 17422 
Interest from bank accounts 10.6   10.6   
Precept 35000.00 35000 35000.00 35000 
VAT Refund 2598.86 4500 5000 2000 
Grants Parish Fund and S106 10710.32   0.00 5000 
Neighbourhood Plan 0.00 0 6500.00 0 
Misc - redemption Con Stock 905.00       
          
          
Total 84694.68 74384 81394 85717 
          
Payments         
Admin and Training 903.74 2000 943.81 1000 
Clerk's salary 6541.8 8000 8000 8000 
Insurance 2511.08 4000 2000 3000 
Donations 563.66 1000 5000 2000 
Hire Meeting Room 48 350 350 350 
Grass cutting/planting 3499.44 5000 3204.46 3200 
Street Lighting 1775.32 875 2526.98 1200 
Audit 450 400 500 500 
misc 684.5 1000 372 500 
Dog and Waste Bins 836.71 1100 1000 1100 
Income Tax 1469 1700 1700 1700 
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VAT 5021.05 3000 2000 1500 
Neighbourhood Devpt Plan 0 0 8000 5000 
Defib 1603.98 500 500 500 
Footpath 0 0 1100 5000 
Noticeboard 480 0 480 5000 
Consultancy 0 0 0 2500 
Sustainability 0 0 0 1000 
Shelter consultancy fees 0 0 0 2500 
Outdoor Gym 20683.19 0 0 0 
Total 47071.47 28925 37677 45550 
    0     
Excess of Inc/Exp 37623 45459 43717 40167 

 
The Parish Councillors proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to the setting of the precept of 
£35,000 and to the approval of the draft budget for 2021/2022   
 

151/20 Matters to note/add to a future agenda 
 
Cllr Rob Ward gave his thanks to the Parish Council on behalf of the Thomas Leaving charity. The 
Parish Council had kindly let the charity use the Sheepy Parish newsletter to advertise the work they 
currently do within the Sheepy Benefice area. The charity had also circulated Christmas Cards to 
parishioners and had a good up take of the free meals they were offering for the over 75s from the 
Black Horse in Sheepy Magna (funded by the charity). 
 
Meeting closed at 9:15 pm.  
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 2nd February via Zoom (7:30pm) 
 


