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Sheepy Parish  Annual Meeting May 2021  

Date & Time Tuesday 4th  May 2021 @ 7:00pm 
Venue Via ZOOM 
Attendees: 
Parish Councillors 
Sheepy 

Rob Ward – Chairman 
John Ward  
Kate Gardiner- Vice Chairman 
Clive Stretton 
Mick Toogood 
Paul Sanford 
Andrew Parkinson 

Parish Councillors 
Sibson 

Brian May 
 

Parish Councillor 
Upton 

David Clarke 

Parish Councillor 
Wellsborough & 
Upton 

Josh Melen 

Others  Ivan Ould OBE County Councillor 
Cllr Kevin Morrell Borough Councillor 
Jonathan Collett Borough Councillor 
Jason Stephenson - Parish Clerk 
2 parishioners 

 
1) Attendance & Apologies  

No apologies were received 
 

2) Minutes of meeting May 7th 2019 
The minutes were approved as a true and correct record 

 
3) Matters arising from Minutes – It was duly noted that no Annual meeting took place in 2020 due 

to the COVID 19 pandemic. 
 

4) Chairman’s Report 
2020 has probably been the most unpredictable and challenging for all of us. We were unable to hold 
our usual Annual Parish meeting last May due to COVID making it two years since our last one. This 
however, hasn’t stopped our amazing organisations, parishioners and local businesses across the 
Parish stepping forward and supporting the community and those who are most vulnerable and in 
need of help.  On behalf of the Parish Council, a big thank you from the Parish Council to everyone 
who has been involved during this difficult time and the contributions they’ve made.  
 
Due to the financial impact of COVID on our local voluntary organisations resulting in loss of income 
during the COVID pandemic, the Parish Council implemented a COVID grant scheme to provide 
support, and asked local organisations to apply. This proved very successful and the Parish Council 
paid out £4274 to support local organisations during this difficult time. 
The Parish Council had to get used to holding monthly meetings virtually and, even after a year, we 
still haven’t quite got used to this mode of communication. Fingers crossed we might see a return to 
face to face meetings soon, but only if it is safe to do so.  
 
The Parish Council have applied for funding for a number of Interpretation Signs to be placed 
throughout the Parish. These information boards will signpost local walks and show historical and local 
information for the area. This is to help parishioners and visitors learn more about the parish.  
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Throughout the year we welcomed Paul, Josh and Andrew to the Council and we also saw Sandra take 
over the Flood Warden role. Unfortunately Ian Papworth resigned as Chairman and councillor last 
month, and I and the Parish Council would like to thank home for his service and wish him the best for 
the future. Councillor Ivan Ould OBE will also be retiring after the May elections and we would also 
like to wish him all the best for the future. As our County Councillor he has supported our community 
over many years and his hard work and dedication to the role has achieved an enormous amount for 
the benefit of the Parish and ensured our views have been represented at County Hall. His advice to 
the Parish Council has also been invaluable, as is that from our Borough Councillors, Councillor Kevin 
Morrell and Councillor Jonathan Collett. Thank you to them too. Whilst we see some of what Ivan 
does, much we don’t see, and this is the part of his role that helps makes our community safe and its 
well-being looked after. Thank you Ivan.  
 
Thank you also to all the Parish Councillors for their time and the other many volunteers in the parish 
who assist with litter picking, flooding and environmental issues such as re-wilding and trees. The 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has also been busy this year updating the Neighbourhood Plan 
and has recently released this for the first stage consultation. I’d like to also give a special mention to 
Andrew Gough who retired as Flood Warden in November and who is a regular volunteer litter picker 
for the Parish. Unfortunately he was taken seriously ill during a recent litter pick and we would like to 
wish him a speedy recovery and hope to see him out and about in the near future. 
 
The Parish Councillors are looking forward to a productive year and look forward to seeing you all in 
person in the very near future. 
 
5) Financial Report 
The year ended with a balance of £59,291.76 compared to £39,212.22 last year.   
Receipts for the year were £47,800 (compared to £49, 229 last year). . 
Payments were £27,720.46 (compared to £47,701 last year).  As well as ongoing costs for street 
lighting and grounds maintenance, administration, etc., the Parish Council started the process to 
review the Neighbourhood Plan. 
The precept stayed at its current amount of £35,000.   
Donations of £4274 in total were made to organisations in the Parish who have been affected 
financially by the COVID pandemic. 
Insurance costs for Sheepy Playing Fields Association were again paid by the Parish Council. 
 
6) Reports from Organisations in the Parish 
 

i) First Responders 
2020 had a massive impact on so many families and continues to do so.  To this end, Community 
First Responders reduced their hours for quite a significant time due to underlying condition, and 
some still have not been able to return to their normal duties.  Having said this you will see from the 
report that we have covered 4320 duty hours and attended 696 calls. 
Many responders have been active in other ways too, assisting where required in hospitals and more 
recently at local hubs where vaccines have been administered.  The joint efforts by both fulltime 
staff and volunteers have been praised by many recipients of both vaccines. 
Recruitment has been ongoing and new responders are always coming through, but due to Covid 19 
training has been limited and hopefully this will be resumed in the very near future. 
 
Fund raising is still high on our agenda and we are grateful to the wonderful communities we serve 
for their continued support, both individually, and through businesses, clubs , councils, grants and 
collection boxes. 
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Over the years we have built up a team to be proud of as we continue to serve the community. 
 

ii) Good Neighbour Scheme and Woman’s Institute 
Sheepy WI have continued to meet on Zoom and are not in a rush to resume before September 
Sheepy Shed the social group that meets in the Hall on Wed mornings has not been meeting and will 
wait until everyone is happy to resume, again probably September. 
Local Vocals singing group that meets in the church on Tuesday evenings has not met and will 
resume when safe to do so 
 
Sheepy Good Neighbour Scheme – The pandemic highlighted the fact that most of the volunteers are 
in the older age bracket and themselves have needed to be mindful about unnecessary exposure to 
the virus. As it turned out we have a demand for shopping and pharmacy collections at the 
beginning of the first lockdown, but as were able to obtain home delivery slots with the 
supermarkets and Athersone surgery home delivery service, we have ended up with very few 
requests for assistance. Also hospital and surgery face to face appointments being by phone there 
were only two requests in between the lock downs. 
We still have 12 volunteers, all DBS checked and active, a tailor made insurance policy with Public 
Liability and an open phone line manned by a volunteer who replies within 24 hours as we are not 
an emergency service, which must have been assumed when they were notified of straying sheep on 
the Stoke Golding road. 
Financially at the 5th April our expenditure for the previous 12 months of reduced activity was 
insurance and phone costs of £193.71 and with the Parish Council grant of £300we go into the 
coming year with a balance of £396.88 at the bank and £30.01 of petty cash. 
Our primary point of contact with the village being the Wednesday morning brunches at the 
Memorial Hall, this has been closed and all fundraising opportunities on hold we have been most 
grateful for Sheepy Parish Councils assistance with a grant. 
Meanwhile we look forward to being more proactive in the coming months as lockdown restrictions 
are eased and continue with our topical presentations geared towards our more senior inhabitants 
and their needs and interests. 
 

iii) Sheepy Brownies 
Unfortunately due to the Covid -19 Pandemic 1st Sheepy Magna Brownies have not met as usual 
at Sibson Village Hall since the 11th March 2020. Once we had the go ahead to move to online 
sessions we did liaise with the parents of our Brownies to see if this was a route we could take 
moving forward but we had very little take up and the overall consensus was that the girls 
wanted to wait until we were able to resume face to face sessions. We can now meet face to 
face however one of our leaders wants to wait until she has had her second vaccination before 
we resume, which is completely understandable. We are anticipating resuming our face to face 
sessions in the second half of the summer term. We are very grateful to Sheepy Parish Council 
for the Covid grant as we have not been running we have not been collecting any subs. Despite 
the fact we remain closed we still have to pay the annual subscription to Girlguiding which this 
year was £34.50 per Brownie and Volunteer Leader, which the Grant was used for. It will also be 
used towards 2022’s annual subscription as we will be missing subs due to closure from March 
to May from this year. With the very generous Grant we will be able to purchase some long 
awaited new equipment and initially we are thinking we might use it to help subsidise the subs, 
which may make it more viable for some girls to attend. Brownies is about getting together 
regularly and hopefully from May this will become the norm again, we work on badges, learn 
new skills, play games and see friends. It's about trying adventurous activities and going along to 
special events, day trips, sleepovers, camps and holidays. Once we are back meeting with our 
Brownies we will be getting them to input on the kinds of things they would like to do and 
usually they have some very elaborate suggestions. So some of the Grant money will be used to 
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subsidise what the girls decide they would like to do / get involved in. We cannot thank the 
Parish Council enough for their donation as without it the Unit was facing closure. 
 

iv) Sheepy Local History Society 
Monthly meetings and cataloguing sessions were suspended in March 2020 but the facebook page 
has been very active during the pandemic with photos from our archives uploaded on a regular basis 
and shared to the “Memories of Sheepy” and “Sheepy Parish Village News” pages. These included 
special albums entitled: “Local Archaeological Finds”, “Christmas Decorations in Church” and “Sheepy 
Mill”. Our following has increased to nearly 300 although we “reach” far more.  
I have continued to respond to requests for information on family history research and local history 
and have completed 2 family trees, several house histories and updated “The Veros in Sheepy” for a 
member of that family. Due to donations offered by some of the clients (and gratefully accepted), our 
funds have increased this year by £255 and currently total £943.43.  
As a Society we suggested that people keep a “coronavirus diary” and we have received one 
submission which will be sent to the County Record Office in due course.  
Long time resident and former wheelwright, Dorrien Moody who sadly moved out of the village last 
year, very generously donated some of his photos and documents which cover a period of some 80 
years of memories.  
I have acted as a liaison between our local metal detectorist/archaeologist and landowners and he is 
currently working a “new” site within the parish.  
I have continued to carry out research and compile a book provisionally entitled “Sheepy in Pictures - 
1890s to 1990s” and have made good progress.  
I have also acquired a document from Staffordshire Record Office which confirms that the former Red 
Lion at Pinwall was built (bespoke) between 1780 and 1787 and the enclosure map and accompanying 
documents for Sibson, dated 1804.  
We are indebted to Mary Ould who has continued to produce excellent work in transcribing 
documents from our archives, some of which date from the 16th century.  
I personally feel, that the Society should not reconvene until the vaccination programme has been 
completed and anticipate that this will be towards the end of 2021 subject to government guidelines. 
 

v) Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
PROGRESS 

 The completed Pre-submission draft version of the Neighbourhood plan is now in its 
consultation stage. 

 An explanatory leaflet has been distributed throughout the Parish and includes a copy on all 
Parish noticeboards. 

 All information is available on the website at www.sheepyparishneighbourhoodplan.com 
and a small  number of printed copies of the Plan have been produced and are available for 
anyone with limited internet access on request   

 Statutory and other consultees including HBBC Planning Policy, all communicated to by the 
PC via email  

 Pre-Submission consultation feedback is being monitored and collated for review after the 
six week period. 

FINANCE 
Our application for a new Locality grant to help complete the NP has been submitted and is 
awaiting approval. Thanks to Rob for managing this. We have also refunded the unused monies 
from the 2020-2021 grant.    

 
 
NEXT STEPS towards completion: 

 Review Pre-Submission consultation feedback and adjust the plan draft if required  
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 Approve the revised submission version by the PC and submit to HBBC for a further 6 weeks 
public consultation, targeting July-August 2021  

 Agree with HBBC the appointment of an Independent Examiner  
 Independent Examination of revised plan August-September 2021  
 Make new plan September 2021  

 
vi) Sibson Village Hall 

Because of “lock-down” none of the usual hireres have been able to use the hall this last year. This 
left the Village Hall Committee a good time to get major projects completed. 
1/ New infrared radiant heaters in main hall, small hall, entrance area & toilets. 
2/ New LED lighting ceiling panels in main hall. 
3/Redecorated through-out. 
4/ New curtains & curtain rails. 
All the above was made possible by the Parish & Community Initiative Fund Grant and the Retail, 
Hospitality & Leisure Business Grant Fund. 
Our bank balance on the 31st March 2021 was £8602.57 
We have introduced “Covid” safety equipment & signage to allow people to use the hall in a limited 
way, and will open-up fully when the government advices.  
 

vii) Bonfire Society & Neighbourhood Watch 
Sheepy Bonfire Society NHW have had a quiet year, but were very happy to get the light instalation 
for the layby installed in time for Christmas and are grateful for funding from both the Parish and 
Borough Council to get the project completed. 
There is now a power point on the top of the lamp post closest to the postbox on the layby.  
We did have a technical issue but we will be installing the lights again for the festive season with the 
help of Crown skip hire who provided their services free of charge. 
Last year the society made the decision to buy the Church Christmas tree (at trade price) from Pinwall 
Feeds, this has taken a lot of the organising in the past away, with a simple delivery on an arranged 
date, we will continue with this arrangement in future. 
We managed to organise a socially distanced memory candle event rather than a parade with 
donations collected for Ediblelinks food Bank topping £200. 
Our Easter egg hunt also went to delivery again this year, the easter bunnies visited over 150 children 
in total who live within the parish or attend the primary school, this was funded by us and bought a 
lot of fun to a very hot Easter Sunday in our fluffy outfits! 
We are hoping to be full steam ahead for the scarecrow festival in September and the Bonfire and 
Firework Party was postponed and booked to go ahead on Friday 5th November 2021. 
We've been in close contact with our local police force during lockdown, and have no major incidents 
to report although there was some concern when work vehicles involved in repairing the bridge were 
towed away by the police, a few locals had concerns about a group of teens but this seems to have 
been resolved by parents. 
There have been some house break ins in neighbouring villages and we encourage everyone to report 
suspicious activity to the police via 101 or the Leicestershire police website. 
We will be leafleting the village on behalf of the police with regards the Neighbourhood Alert System 
in coming weeks.  
We have not raised any funding since the Bonfire party in 2019 with our scarecrow event being our 
prime source of income. 
This year the scarecrow competition will be free to enter for all villagers.  
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viii) Sheepy Memorial Hall 
Due to Covid restrictions the hall has been closed for the duration and we are currently starting to 
put in place measures for opening the hall on the 21st June, subject to the Government remaining on 
schedule with the easing of lockdown. 
We are undertaking some redecoration; we have applied for a PCIF grant from HBBC for new 
stacking chairs which will be stored in the main hall freeing the store room for the storage of the 
Parish Councils emergency equipment. 
If the Parish Council knows any individual or organisation that requires chairs, we would very much 
like to get in touch with them to see if we can recycle our old chairs. 
The financial situation of the Hall remains extremely positive. 
The balance at the end of the financial year was £20941.13 
The current balance is £26749.42 
The improvement in the financial situation is due to a further grant from the government of £7573 
for which the hall is very grateful. 
We are once again grateful to the Parish Council for the financial support that it has given the hall 
previously but once again, given our current financial situation will pay the insurance as we did last 
year. 
I would like to thank all committee members for their continued support through this very strange 
time and we all look forward to reopening the hall for the benefit of our community. 
 

ix) Sheepy Recreation Ground 
1.0 Annual meeting:  

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak holding an AGM has been a difficult event to arrange, so this 
year we took the unusual step have holding the AGM on the Playing fields itself, the following 
members were then elected onto the Association: 
 Clive Blewitt - Chairman 
 Helen Franklin - Treasurer 
 Jason Stephenson - Secretary 
 Steve Neal  
 Dan Taylor 
 Colin Smith 
 Julie Dixon - Parish representative 
 Paul Stanford - Parish Council representative 
 
The Association welcomed Julie Dixon and Cllr Paul Stanford who will help with the growth 
and ideas we have to improve the facilities and hopefully bridge the gap between ourselves 
and the Parish Council. 

 
2.0 Financial Summary 2020-2021: 

Category Amount 
Inflow £1684 
Outflow £964.60 
Net for the Year £719.4 
Balance (includes £10,5556.01 Play Area Maintenance 
Precept) 

£16,354.56 

 
The main areas of spend were for the £874 insurance premium, plus ROSPA annual 
inspection and sundry expenses. 
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3.0 Fund Raising: 
 Fund raising has been through football pitch rental; the annual rental fee for Sheepy Old 

Boys currently being £300. 
 £150 income was lost this year in respect of the annual November bonfire due to COVID 
 No personal training went ahead this year and lost £90 in income. 

4.0 General: 

 Due to the play area continuing to show signs of superficial wear, minor repairs to the 
offending items of play equipment are being undertaken. Weekly inspections and quarterly 
inspections are ongoing and all concerns identified are being rectified as appropriate. 

 
x) Sheepy Primary School and PTA 

We currently have 104 children on roll, only half of which live in our catchment area. We are full, and 
in fact oversubscribed, in all but 2 year groups. Covid has had a profound impact on our school and its 
daily running over the past 12 months but we are optimistic of a return to usual business soon.  

We currently have 21 members of staff, plus a bursar and an IT technician, all of whom work extremely 
hard in a variety of roles. We organise our pupils into 4 ½ classes, in order to give our pupils the very 
best start in life that we can.   

The Governing Body is dedicated and supportive of the school and what we are trying to achieve. We 
have continued to meet regularly, albeit via Teams and Google.  We have some newly appointed 
governors this year, which is brilliant in these times.  

This year has been a mixed picture: we organised staffing, classes, the school day in order to try to 
reduce contacts between people and therefore increase the possibility of us all staying safe and well. 
Despite our best efforts though, we had to close two classes at the end of the autumn term due to 
Covid. Of course, the start of the year, saw the whole country go back into lockdown and we were 
once again teaching the majority of our pupils online, at home. Our teachers were excellent and 
worked really hard to try and ensure our pupils were still engaged and learning each day. We did this 
in a variety of ways, including live lessons, which were highly successful with our older pupils, and also 
through filming teaching input and sharing via an online platform.  

As we are a church school, collective worship forms an important part of each school day. We have 
been unable to come together in our usual way; so instead, I send a film of me each week to the 
classes. I say an opening prayer and invite the children to join in with me, I read a story and discuss 
the meaning and how we can apply the teachings in our everyday lives, I provide time for quiet 
reflection and then we finish with a final prayer and thought. The Open the Book team have been 
brilliant and have created films of them reading and sharing bible stories each week. It has been lovely 
for us and the children to be able to see the team and hear the stories. We really cannot wait to see 
them back in school in person! 

During lockdown, we have tried to lift everyone’s spirits through our fun Fridays – these were themed 
days where often the children and even the staff would dress up in anything from Winnie the Pooh 
characters to pirates!  

Our PTA are brilliant, last year they were able to help with costs towards a fabulous wooden gazebo 
for our outdoor learning and despite not being able to fundraise with the same gusto, they have 
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ensured that they remain high profile with gifts such as Easter chocolate in order to help our pupils 
feel secure and happy.  

We have a lovely new potting shed to replace the greenhouse; this is already filled with seedlings 
bursting with life.  The chickens have had their own trials with the threat of bird flu this winter and so 
have had to stay inside – they were so ready and happy to be let back out! 

At the end of last year, we saw our year 6 off in a different way, which although simple, it was a moving 
ceremony and lovely that all our staff were able to be on hand to say a personal goodbye to each 
pupil. As yet, we do not know what the end of year procedures will look like, but, as ever, we will work 
as a team to create some happy memories.  

If any of the Parish Council would like to come and visit us and see ‘hands on’ the daily life of school, 
when the world returns to normal, we would love to see you! 

xi) Sheepy Scouts 
As like all other organisations, Sheepy Scouts have not unfortunately been able to meet over the 
past year but have endeavoured to communicate with both leaders and children via both Zoom 
meetings and Whattsapp Group messages. Keeping members in touch with ideas for completing 
Badges and Awards along with taking part in annual commemorative events.  As a group we have 
had one leader working very much 'Front Line' during Covid, and in order to support her and her 
colleagues our group initiated the collection of 13,500 disposable cups which were used at various 
local hospitals by front-line health workers who desperately needed them. To this end we received 
back a 'Thank you Award' from the staff at G.Eliott hospital.  
Whilst we were unable to parade as usual at our annual Remembrance we continued to pay our 
groups respect by having our GSL lay a wreath at Sheepy Cenotaph and observing our 2 min silence.  
Our Group very gratefully received a £1k donation from the Parish Council which was used as part 
payment towards our 2021 Scouting £1500 Annual Membership fees, which we were committed to 
paying into Scouting HQ. This generous donation was very much appreciated as it allowed us to keep 
Scouting afloat in Sheepy, since we have had no income to support this expenditure over the past 
twelve months. 
 
Thankfully, we are now looking at gradually returning to 'Outdoor' scouting activities within the next 
month, followed by 'Indoor' F2F scouting by September 2021 
 
Thanks again to the Parish Council for their financial support during this very difficult year. Were 
now hopeful we can restart putting the 'Out' back into 'Scouting' back here in Sheepy. 
 

xii) The Thomas Leaving Charity 
In addition to the report on the year 2020, this report will include information on the year 2019, since 
there was no report made last year due to the Covid lockdown. 
I would like to start by welcoming Rob Ward to the trustee team which is now made up of the following 
persons; Cllr Morrell (chair), Rev Julia Hargreaves, Anji Forsyth, 
Amy Parkinson, Kate Broughton and Rob Ward. 
2019 saw further consolidation of finances, as outlined in the 2019 meeting. At the end of the year 
the tenant at cottage one left and we had a period without their tenancy income. We used this time 
to assess the work needed on the cottage and to begin the process of finding a new tenant. 
During the year we awarded two grants totalling £1595; one to the Sheepy 
Friendship group and the second to a resident who needed to buy some expensive medical 
equipment. We also set aside funds to help the school with families in need of assistance with 
uniforms or trips, though this has yet to be called upon. 
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In 2020 we undertook repairs and decoration on cottage one as well as general maintenance on both 
properties, including replacing damaged sections of the roofing and general repointing: this amounted 
to almost £7,000. 
In this year we paid book grants, some rent assistance to a resident in need and some money to the 
school to offer support to a particular situation; this did not come from the aforementioned reserve 
fund. In total, we gifted £1,350. 
We were aware that 2020 was a difficult one for many people and actively sought to find people who 
could benefit from our assistance, seeking help through both school and church networks. This 
resulted in some payments made in 2021 which will be reported next year. In addition, we sent out 
Christmas cards reminding people that we were there to offer support in difficult times and, again, 
this resulted in some payments made in 2021. Thanks go to the trustees who delivered them. We also 
wanted to help the local pub, hence our offer of free meals to elderly residents; we hoped this would 
encourage additional use of their take-away service whilst providing meals to our elderly neighbours. 
Thanks go to Dean and Paul for their help in administering and supporting this as well as to the trustees 
who offered to help with deliveries when needed. To further increase awareness of the charity, and 
the 
April 2021 Report to the Annual Meeting of the Sheepy Parish Council 2021 page 1 support it can offer, 
we also put a short article in the Parish Council Newsletter - albeit the geographical coverage is not 
the same and could have led to some issues; we felt the potential benefits in service take-up 
outweighed the problems which may be raised. 
Our long term goal is still to extend the second cottage whilst maintaining the historic appearance and 
we continue to manage resources with this in mind. Having said this, we are happy to delay this work 
if there are more pressing local causes that require our support. 
 

xiii) Flower & Vegetable Show & Tree Warden 
Planting has continued. (Covid 19 funding) 

1. 208 plugs planted in The Wildflower Patch (plus we awaiting a further 104 to arrive for 
planting as well in this area) 

2. 1 kg wildflower seeds have been sown at The Glade and the *verge near to the Black Horse 
pub (* now part of the Blue Heart initiative) 

3.  A bat box has been bought and situated near The Glade (and school) 

4   300 Daffodil bulbs were planted in the locality (some I handed out in various locations; Sibson 
and Sheepy churches for instance). I personally planted bulbs on the Main Road, Sheepy Playing 
Field and the School. 

Other: 
15 trees (free tree scheme) has been planted  by a local landowner and 2 Oaks and a Walnut have also 
been planted. (There may be others but I am not privy to this information) 
A small pond has been created in The Glade and now has tadpoles! 
Planting of wildflowers continue at The Glade  
I am soon to meet with Roseanna Burton (Environmental Partnerships Officer at LCC) to update records 
of The Glade (woodland / flora and fauna / species) and to look at ways of making improvements to the 
area 
I have started to paint the trough at The Black Horse (unfortunately the sides will prove difficult). 
 
7) Any other business 

None 
  

Meeting closed at 7:45 pm.  
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 3rd May 2022 Sheepy Memorial Hall 
 


