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SUMMER 2021 - UPDATE 
Welcome to the second Parish Council newsletter.  Our community is starting to get back to a little more normality with 
the relaxation of Covid 19 rules, our groups are starting to meet again, and events are getting planned.  The Parish Council 
met face to face at our July meeting, the first time some of us had met in person. 

We hope you are finding the information within these updates informative.  Please do let us know if you would like to see 
other content or have any suggestions. 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

At the May AGM Rob Ward was elected Chair and Kate Gardiner as Vice Chair.  We’ve 
also had some changes to our team with Ian Papworth stepping down as a Parish 

Councillor and Chair in the Spring.  More recently Paul Stanford resigned, and Mick Toogood relocated away from the 
Parish.  The Parish Council would like to thank Ian, Paul & Mick for all their contributions and support - all have been active 
members and contributed hugely.  We’re delighted to have welcomed Andrew Parkinson, representing Sheepy South, and 
Diana Whitley, representing Wellsborough, to the team.  We still have two Sheepy Parish Councillor vacancies - please 
contact the Parish Clerk if you are interested in finding out more. 

Our refreshed Parish Council website will be ready in the Autumn.  We’ve improved 
the design and navigation and incorporated additional pages so local events can be 
advertised, and groups / organisations and businesses can share details of their work 

and services.  If you’re an organisaton or business within Sheepy Parish please contact the Parish clerk so your details can 
be incorporated. 

SHEEPY GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME – Is here to help you 

Did you know that Sheepy has a voluntary support service with volunteers available to support 
with various small activities, including; 

 Transport to appointments - Doctors, opticians, hairdressers or dentists 
 Household tasks - changing light bulbs, replacing batteries or moving small items 
 Companionship - a cup of tea and a chat, a game of Scrabble or cards either for regular visits 

or one-off occasions 
 Support while recuperating from illness - gardening, caring for pets, collecting prescriptions 

or helping with shopping 
 Help with writing letters or filling in non-legal forms, reading to people with visual impairment or support using email 

and the Internet. 

The scheme is available to all residents (over 18 years of age) in Sheepy Magna and Sheepy Parva and is open between 
the hours of 10am and 3pm, 7 days a week.  The service is free (apart from charging for car lifts and parking expenses).  
The scheme is fully insured, and all our volunteers have a DBS check at the enhanced level and wear ID badges.  For 
support please call 07868 005 571. 

The scheme which relies on volunteers is looking for more participants.  The team would love to discuss how you could 
get involved.  Simply call 07868 005571  or email sheepygns@hotmail.com. 

 

GRANT FUNDING SUCCESS 

We are delighted to confirm that the Parish Council has been successful in securing grant 
funding from the Hinckley & Bosworth Parish & Community Initiative Fund to support our 
plans for interpretation signs across the Parish.  The signs will provide information to both 
locals and visitors on points of interest, local history and local walks.  We are planning to 
position signs in Sheepy Magna, Sheepy Parva, Upton, Sibson and Wellsborough.   We’re 

starting the design work and with the relevant approvals we are aiming to have them installed later this year.   

www.sheepyparish.com 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 

Last July the Parish Council agreed to proceed with a refresh to the Neighbourhood Plan to ensure 
that it remains current and effective.  Over the last 12 months the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group have completed the review and considered the feedback from the consultation phase.  The 
next stage is an August meeting with Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council to discuss the way 
forward, with the aim of concluding in Winter 2021.  The team have successfully secured additional 
grant funding from Locality, the national membership network for community organisations, to fund 
the next stage of activities.  Keep up to date through the website;  www.sheepyparishneighbourhoodplan.com 

GRASS CUTTING, GREEN SPACES & WILDFLOWERS 

Across the Parish we’ve slightly changed our grass cutting approach to encourage more 
wildflowers.  We still have the same number of cuts but leave longer durations during the 
growing season to allow the wildflowers to flourish.  Getting the right balance of when to cut 
versus looking untidy has proved a little tricky with so much wet weather in the spring.  We 
know some areas appeared to have been unkept, but this was not our intent. 

We are also seeing increasing numbers of cars parked on our greenspaces and verges.  We know 
that some locations have limited parking provision, but we kindly ask everyone to park considerately to ensure our spring 
bulbs can flourish, our grass can get cut by the contractors and our grassed areas don’t turn to mud.  

FLY TIPPING, LITTER & DOG FOULING 

Sadly, we continue to see fly tipping across the Parish.  Please keep reporting this as it’s the only way we can keep our 
Parish looking beautiful.  More recently, we’ve been notified that some households are disposing of garden and other 
waste over their boundary walls and fences onto land that does not belong to their property.  We kindly ask that if you 
have accidently placed waste on land that does not belong to you, please clear and dispose of this appropriately.   
Roadside and footpath littering continues to be a problem - please take all your litter home or dispose appropriately.  If 
you are out for a walk and it’s safe to do so, why not help out by picking up the litter you spot?  The Sheepy Litter Picker 
volunteers are kept far too busy trying to keep on top of the litter, let’s all do our bit. 

Sadly, dog fouling also continues to be prevalent in some locations.  Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council have supported 
us with further signs and spray markings, and are monitoring to catch offenders.  Please clear up after your dog. 
 

 SPEEDING INITIATIVE         Speeding persists across the Parish and we continue to see inconsiderate driving and road 
traffic accidents.  As part of a plan to address concerns of parishioners, the Parish Council is 
looking at forming a speeding working group and at participating in the Police Speed watch 
Programme.  If you feel strongly about this issue please get in touch.  One of our Sibson 
councillors has already started championing the issue of speeding and noisy motorcyclists 
along the A444, and has gained support from Twycross & Witherley Parish Council.  If you have 
encountered this issue or would like to assist, email Josh at jmelen@sheepyparish.com or the 
Parish Clerk. 

WANTED PARISH ODD JOB / HANDY PERSON  

The Parish Council is looking for someone ‘handy’ to undertake odd jobs around the Parish.  We’ve built up 
quite a list over the last year and want to keep our Parish looking tip-top.  Please get in contact with the 
Parish Clerk if you are interested.  This is a paid role.  

And finally, the Parish Council has recently started to think about climate change and the part we must play 
in protecting our planet.  We’ve formed a climate change group to start to shape plans and will share more of their work in 
our next newsletter.  

A huge amount goes on in the Parish to maintain our sense of community, keep things flourishing, clean, tidy and safe.  This 
is all thanks to the many of you who volunteer or arrange events.  A huge thank to you all.   We do need more volunteers 
to spread the workload and enable those who’ve volunteered for many years to take a well-earned rest and pass on the 
mantle.   

Sheepy Parish Councillors             Parish Clerk – Jason Stephenson -  sheepyparish@gmail.com 


