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Sheepy Parish Council Meeting September 2021  

Date & Time Tuesday 7th September 2021 @ 7:30pm 
Venue Sibson Village Hall 
Attendees: 
Parish Councillors 
Sheepy 

Rob Ward – Chair 
John Ward  
Clive Stretton 

Parish Councillors 
Sibson 

Brian May  

Parish Councillor 
Upton 

David Clarke 

Parish Councillor 
Wellsborough & 
Upton 

Diana Whitley 

Others  Cllr Kevin Morrell 
Parish Clerk Jason Stephenson 
 
Parishioners in attendance – one 

 
79/21   Chairman’s welcome and to receive apologies and approval of absences – Apologies were 
received from Cllr Andrew Parkinson, Cllr Josh Melen, Cllr Kate Gardiner (Vice Chair), Cllr Bertie 
Harrison-Rushton and Cllr Jonathan Collett.  
 
The Chairman and Parish Council would like to give thanks to the organisers, volunteers, 
parishioners and local businesses who were involved in the running and delivery of the Scarecrow 
Festival that recently took place in Sheepy Magna. The festival was a huge success and attracted 
many visitors to the village and the surrounding parish. 
 
80/21 Declarations of interest and request for dispensations – None 
  
81/21 Parishioners Open Forum – The following issued were raised by Parish Councillors on behalf 
of Parishioners. 
A parishioner has asked if the Parish Council would consider contributing towards the cost of daffodil 
bulbs that could be planted in and around Wellsborough. Action – The Parish Clerk to pass on the 
details of the Tree Warden to Cllr Diana Whitley, so the location and type of planting can be 
discussed and report back with costings at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
Residents of Hornsey Rise have raised concern at the speed of traffic that passes through 
Wellsborough, The Parish Chair outlined that once a suitable pole has been erected the Vehicle 
activated speed sign will be deployed to this location so the speeds throughout Wellsborough can be 
recorded and reported to Leicestershire County Council. 
 
The Parish Council have received communication from a parishioner in Wellsborough regarding the 
planning application and the associated works being carried out behind Temple Hall and their 
concern that the works are not meeting the approved planning application conditions. Action – The 
Parish Clerk to forward the concerns onto the enforcement team at Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 
Council 
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82/21  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd August 2021– The minutes were signed 

as a true and correct record. 
 
83/21 Clerk’s report  

a) Community Response Plan – The Parish Chair is reviewing the response plan and will forward 
to the Parish Clerk when complete, a meeting will then be arranged involving all parties who 
wish to be involved in the delivery of the plan. 

 
b) Website and Emails – The link to the new website has been forwarded to all councillors for 

them to make comments on any changes they would like to see made. The Parish Chair 
asked that all comments be forwarded to the Parish Clerk within two weeks, this will enable 
all changes to be made before the website goes live. The Parish Chair proposed the website 
goes live on 1st October – this proposal was seconded and unanimously agreed. The 
website will be going live on 1st October, if all the alterations required have been 
successfully made. 
 

c) Councillor vacancies – The Parish Clerk has received two applications for the two vacancies 
within the Sheepy ward, which have been forwarded to all Parish councillors. Unfortunately 
one of the applicants was unable to attend the Parish Council meeting so they will be asked 
to attend the October Parish Council meeting. The other applicant gave an outline of their 
previous experience and what they feel they could offer if they were co-opted as a Parish 
councillor. It was proposed and unanimously agreed that Sandra Johnson Hall should be co 
-opted onto the Parish Council for the Sheepy Ward. 

 
84/21 Reports: 

a) County Councillor report: The County Councillor sent his apologies as he was unable to 
attend this meeting. Nevertheless, he forwarded his report which was circulated to all 
councillors 

b) Borough Councillor Report: 
 Cllr Kevin Morrell apologised for the disruption to the bin collection service 

throughout the parish, this was due to a shortage of staff during the pandemic. 
 The Borough Councils financial turnover for 2020/2021 has not been as bad as 

predicted. 
 The Borough Councils Planning Department has been decimated with several key 

staff leaving, this coupled with a 45% increase in applications with many going to 
appeal due to the lack of an adequate 5 year land supply plan,  has resulted in a 
huge backlog of work in the department.  

 
c) Police & Crime figures – July 2021 

Mill Lane Sheepy Parva 2x Violence and Sexual Offence 
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85/21  Neighbourhood Plan Update – 
 PROGRESS 

 A ‘face to face’ meeting took place on the 12th August between Steering Group members, 
Sheepy borough councillor and HBBC senior Planning Policy and discussed the current status 
and plan re Sheepy’s Neighbourhood Plan refresh project and the HBBC Local Plan refresh 

 It was agreed that Sheepy would make a proposal for consideration by HBBC as to a way 
forward to allow the NP project to complete whilst recognising the emerging Local Plan 
update project through to 2023/4 

 A proposal has subsequently been submitted by the NP SG and is being considered by HBBC 
 Final Screening Assessment received from the remaining public body statutory consultees; 

no concerns raised 
 The small number of responses received during our Pre-submission Consultation have been 

considered by the Steering Group. A few, minor modifications resulted to the latest Pre-
submission version of the Neighbourhood Plan and the first draft of a Submission version 
generated. Completion of the draft is dependent on reaching consensus with HBBC on a way 
forward 

 Agreement with HBBC is still critical to the way forward and timescales will be dependent on 
the outcomes. 

FINANCE 
 On budget 

NEXT STEPS 
 Continue negotiations with HBBC to reach agreement 
 Re-estimate timescales 

86/21 Planning applications & updates (see HBBC Planning website for full details) 
 

Reference Application 
Details and 

Location 

Dated PC Response driven by 
Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan ‘made’ 19th March 2019 

None    
 
 
 
87/21 Health and safety updates 

a) Asset Repairs – The Parish Clerk has received an application for the handyman role, but 
unfortunately they cannot start the work until Spring 2022. Action – The Parish Clerk to 
forward the email received about the role to the Parish Chair and to check the assets in need 
of maintenance to see if any are of a dangerous state. 

 
88/20 Climate Change 

Cllr Andrew Parkinson was unable to attend the meeting to give an update on the progress, 
the Parish Chair will also speak to the Tree Warden about the objectives of this proposed 
group. 
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89/21 Parish Improvements Update 

a) Litter – The Parish Clerk has received an update from the litter pickers and has learnt that at 
least 4 of them have stepped down from their roles. Action – Parish Clerk to place adverts on 
each of the noticeboards asking for parishioners who would like to be litter pickers 

b) Interpretation Signs – The final locations of the signs needs to be decided along with the 
final content. Action – Cllr Kate Gardiner to convene a meeting with Cllr Josh Melen and Cllr 
Diana Whitley to develop content. 

90/21 Speed Initiatives 
a) The Parish Council has submitted an application to the County councillor requesting funds to 

help with the introduction of a traffic regulation order to reduce the speed limit on the A444 
through Sibson. 

 
91/21 Parish Asset Management 

a) Wildflowers & Trees – The Tree Warden successfully exhibited at the recently held 
Scarecrow Festival in Sheepy Magna, the exhibit was to show the importance of bees and 
how crucial they are to the ecology of the planet. Samples of Honey were also distributed, 
which went down well with all of the parishioners who attended. 

b) Maintenance Contract – The Parish Chair had recently walked through Sibson churchyard to 
see if the recent concerns raised about the lack of maintenance had been addressed, 
unfortunately there was no evidence of any work being carried out. The contract is due for 
renewal at the end of October, this will be discussed at the Parish Council meeting in 
October. Action – Parish Clerk to inform the contractor of the complaints regarding Sibson 
Church and to ensure the works are carried out ASAP. 

c) Flood Warden – No update required. 

92/21 Policies and Procedures 
a) Action Plan. The Parish Chair has updated the Action Plan and it was circulated before the 

meeting for councillors to read and agree. There are still several blanks in the document 
which the Parish Chair asked councillors to consider before Octobers meeting where 
hopefully the document can be approved and used as the basis for future Agendas, Cllr John 
Ward suggested there needs to be a section on the Parish Council Budget process. Action – 
All councillors must send their suggestions to the Parish Chair before the next Parish Council 
meeting. 

b) Standing Orders – The Parish Clerk outlined that the Parish Councils standing orders need to 
be updated to show that the need for remote meetings have been removed. Action – Parish 
Clerk to make required alterations and circulate before next Parish Council meeting. 
 

93/21 LCC Updates 
a) Update on the works at the A5/M42 

 
94/21 General correspondence (emailed to Councillors) 
 a) Round Robin – 
 b) Covid Update -  
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c) HBBC Local Plan Consultation – The Parish Council have forwarded a response to Hinckley 
and Bosworth Borough Council. 
d) North Warwickshire Car Parking Charges – The Parish Council have written a letter of 
objection to North Warwickshire Borough Council with a copy sent to the MP (Dr Luke 
Evans) 
e) Parish Forum – Cllr John Ward attend the forum and has forwarded his notes to all 
councillors, the Parish Clerk will forward the full minutes once received. 

 
 
95/21 Finance 

 

a) Income, expenditure and signing of cheques 
 
 

Date Method Payee Details  Total   VAT  

23/07/21 SO Eon Lights 52 0 

01/09/21 SO Haines Watts Payroll 23.94 3.75 

August CH Clerk Wages 703.95  

01/08/21 Ch JP Grounds Maintenance Grounds Maintenance 352.23  

20/08/2021 CH Graphic Press Newsletters 192  

01/09/21 Ch GEOXPHERE Parish Online 72  

 
 
96/21 Matters to note/add to a future agenda 
Cllr Brian May asked if the hole on the footpath just before the Millers Public House could be 
reported to LCC Action – Parish Clerk to report issue 
 
Meeting closed at 09:15 pm.  
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 5th October. Venue Sheepy Memorial Hall 
 


