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Sheepy Parish Council Meeting January 2022 
 

Date & Time Tuesday 4th January 2021 @ 7:30pm 
Venue Sibson Village Hall 

Attendees: 
Parish Councillors Sheepy 

Rob Ward – Chair 
John Ward  
Kate Gardiner-Vice Chair 
Sandra Johnson Hall 
Jim  Aldridge 
Andrew Parkinson 
Clive Stretton 

Parish Councillors Sibson Brian May  
Josh Melen 
 

Parish Councillor Upton  

Parish Councillor Wellsborough Diana Whitley 

Others  Cllr Kevin Morrell 
Cllr Jonathan Collett 
Parish Clerk Jason Stephenson 
 
Parishioners in attendance – four 

 
139/21   Chairman’s welcome and to receive apologies and approval of absences – Apologies were 
received from Cllr David Clarke.  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and he wanted to give thanks and praise on behalf of 
the Parish Council to the Sheepy Bonfire Society on the Christmas lights on display in Sheepy Magna, 
it was also commented that the Christmas trees and parishioners households were extremely well 
decorated this year and this had been commented on by many passers-by.  
 
Thanks was also given to the organisers and participants of the Xmas Charity Tractor Run which took 
place in December and raised over £20,000 for charity. 
 
Thanks was also given to the Tree Warden and her helper for the planting of over 350 hedgerows on 
Sheepy Playing Fields. 
 
140/21 Declarations of interest and request for dispensations – None 
  
141/21 Parishioners Open Forum – The following issues were raised by Parishioners. 
 
A parishioner voiced their concern over a planning application that has been submitted to Hinckley 
and Bosworth Borough Council for a new dwelling within Wellsborough. The Parish Council asked the 
parishioner to submit their concerns so they could be considered in conjunction with the parish 
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council’s response to the application. Details of this planning application have only just been received 
by the Parish Council so it was too early for them to comment on the details of the new dwelling. 
 
A parishioner also voiced their concern on the hedge along Mill Lane in Sheepy Parva and this is making 
the footpath very difficult to walk on. There are similar issues near Athol House Main Road Sheepy 
Magna, Sibson footpath on the A444, Footpath along Main Road Sheepy Magna up to New Hall Farm, 
Hornsey Rise to the houses on Bosworth Road in Pinwall, Tawny Hollow to the Church in Sheepy 
Magna. Action – Parish Clerk to report to Leicestershire County Council 
 
142/21  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2021– The minutes were 

signed as a true and correct record. 
 
143/21 County and borough councillors Reports 

a) County Councillor Report – 
Meetings: 
• Wednesday 1st December, I attended Full Council at Leicestershire County Council.  
• Tuesday 7th December, County Councillors had an all member briefing on safeguarding.  
• Thursday 9th December, County Councillors had an all member briefing on the council’s 
medium-term financial strategy.  
• Friday 7th January, County Councillors have an all member briefing on the Hinckley National 
Rail Freight Interchange.  
• Tuesday 11th January, County Councillors have an all member briefing on Leicester City 
Council Workplace Parking Levy.  
• Wednesday 26th January is the Environment and Climate Change Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.  
• Meetings with officers are ongoing in relation to the Member’ Highways Fund, and all those 
concerned should now have received, or be receiving, an update on next steps and actions.  
• In February the County Council meets to approve its budget on Wednesday 23rd February, 
plus further all member briefings and committee meetings.  
Casework: Prominent issues across the division recently have been speeding, the 
environment, transportation, education and finalising the members highways fund. Officers 
and cabinet colleagues have been helpful in addressing the concerns of residents. However, if 
there is an issue that needs following up, or you would like any information on the above 
meetings, please let me know. Thank you for your continued support as we work 
collaboratively together to support residents and communities across the Bosworth Division. 
 

b) Borough Councillors Report – 

 Work to the old barn near Pinwall 
Contact was made with the owners of the barn who confirmed that planning 
permission had been granted for the conversion of the barn, the work is progressing 
nicely. 

 Consultation process Sheepy Neighbourhood plan by HBBC 
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Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council were contacted who admitted that some 
people had received more than 1 notification and others had received none although 
this is regrettable they did not think that this could lead to a legal challenge over the 
consultation. 

 Improvements to road leading to the playing field and the slow response by LCC 
LCC councillor Ozy O Shea executive lead for highways was contacted for help on this 
matter I have forwarded the LCC response to the clerk. 

 Can CCTV be used as evidence in dog fouling cases 
It was confirmed by Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council that this is the case and 
CCTV can be used as evidence 

 MIRA liaison Meeting 14th December 2021 
The technology park has currently managed to continue to grow through the pandemic and 
the economic difficulties that it has brought about. 
3 large companies have doubled their work force and most of these have been in the age 
bracket 22-35 which are being trained up and will hopefully be the driving force for future 
development. 
It has been noted that a technical revolution is taking place on how people work and MIRA is 
ticking many of these boxes. 
The autonomous car park and the autonomous testing track are now complete and 
commissioning is now underway. 
These facilities are unique globally and put MIRA at the forefront with these developments. 
These projects were previously known with the working titles of Tickit they have now been 
rebranded and named as  

 Assured CAV construction 
 Assured Highways 

The old MIRA brick building facing the A5 is now going to be completely redeveloped into what 
will be known as the low carbon innovation hub, it will consist of 20,000sq ft of open plan office 
space providing a highly innovative environment for many small companies to use. 
A new partnership arrangement with Octopus energy through their subsidiaries Octopus 
renewable and Octopus Hydrogen is seeing the development of hydrogen vehicles, a large solar 
array is being developed in the centre of one of the testing tracks to provide all the power for 
this development. 
Development of the next stage of the master plan which will create large buildings for 
companies for R & D into the green revolution and companies are already coming forward and 
a significant amount of interest is being generated and MIRA is confident that this will be a 
large growth point. 
These will be located behind the old MIRA brick building. 
The development of the hotel has been put on hold due to the pandemic but as soon as possible 
this will be revived. 
School visits have continued and this will play an increasingly important role as a taster for 
young people which hopefully lead to a career in engineering. 
There will hopefully be some exciting news for the land comprising of 175 acres on the south 
side of the A5 in the early part of next year. 
If this comes to fruition then it will be very good news for our area. 
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The Honey Hill Woodland which was created 12 years ago on the MIRA site, with 1200 trees 
from the woodland trust is going to receive some maintenance and improvements.    

 Site Visit for the Crematorium Development 
Following a report into the progress of the crematorium I requested a site visit in November 
prior to the weather significantly changing,  unfortunately this was not forth coming 
however I am pleased to say  that the visit is taking place on Thursday 6th January  at 11 am 
all Borough Cllr’s are invited. 
 

144/21  Policies and Procedures 
 Standing Orders – Cllr Kate Gardiner had made alterations to the existing standing orders 

and has forwarded to the Chair and Clerk for comment. She also suggested that a one page 
overview of the standing orders be produced that can be used as a reference for all 
councillors. Action – The Clerk to forward the existing overview of the standing orders to 
Cllr Kate Gardiner for review. 

 
145/21  Finance – 

a) Expenditure: 
 

Date Method Payee Details  Total   VAT  

01/01/22 SO Haines Watts Payroll 23.94 3.75 

December CH Clerk Wages 703.95  

23/12/21 SO EON Lights 52  

07/01/2022 102029 History Society Grant For Books 2000  

07/01/2022 102037 HBBC Dog Bins 5200 830 

07/01/2022 102030 EON LIghts 93.91  

07/01/2022 102033 Sheepy Playing Fields Insurance 874.37  

07/01/2022 102032 ICO Data Protection 40  

07/01/2022 102036 clerk Sundries for book 
deliveries 

187.56  

 
b) Budget: 

The updated financial figures for 2021/2022 had been circulated to all of the councillors 
along with the proposed budget for 2022/2023, which also included the Tax Bandings 
for next years Council Tax rates. 
It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the budget for 2022/2023 be accepted 
and that the precept for 2022/2023 by set at £35,000 
 
The Parish Council have also received a request from Sheepy Playing Fields Association 
for assistance with their Insurance invoice of £874.37. It was proposed and 
unanimously agreed that the Parish Council pay £874.37 for the Sheepy Playing Fields 
Insurance. 
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2021/2022 Forecast and budget for 2022/2023 

 Year Budget  

Year 
end 
forecast Budget 

Receipts 2020/21 2021/22 2021/22 2022/23 

     
Bank balance current account 21779.72 26295 26295 22609 
Bank balance deposit account 17432.5 17422 17422 17422 
Interest from bank accounts 9.54   10   
Precept 35000 35000 35000 35000 
VAT Refund 5021.05 2000 541 2416 
Grants Parish Fund and S106 1030.68 5000 3900 0 
Neighbourhood Plan 6750 0 5100 7000 
Total 87023.49 85717 88268 84447 

     
Payments     
Admin and Training 1094 1000 1000 1000 
Clerk's salary 6408 8000 7530 7500 
Insurance 1890 3000 2038 3000 
Donations 4894 2000 3221 2000 
Hire Meeting Room 0 350 350 350 
Grass cutting/planting 3346 3200 2818 4000 
Street Lighting 2730 1200 1290 1350 
Audit 740 500 390 500 
misc 402 500 145 500 
Dog and Waste Bins 858 1100 912 1100 
Income Tax 1622 1700 1788 1800 
VAT 542 1500 2416 1500 
Neighbourhood Devpt Plan 287 5000 13367 7000 
Defib 305 500 195 500 
Footpath 1100 5000 5000 0 
Noticeboards 0 5000 4900 0 
Consultancy 0 2500 0 1000 
Sustainability & Climate Change 0 1000 0 1000 
Shelter consultancy fees 0 2500 0 0 
Community Orchard 0 0 0 1000 
Jubillee 0 0 0 2000 
CCTV 0 0 0 3000 
Churchyard 0 0 0 1000 
Speed Initiatives  0 0 0 10000 
Parish Asset Maintenance 0 0 0 2500 
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Webpage 0 0 877 200 
Total 26217 45550 48237 53800 

     
Excess of Inc/Exp 60806 40167 40031 30647 

 
 
146/21  Councillor Training 

The Parish Clerk is still awaiting dates for the in house training.. The councillors were also 
asked to supply their profile pictures to the Clerk as soon as possible so they can be uploaded 
onto the webpage. Action – Parish Clerk to arrange in house training and the Parish 
councillors to submit profile pictures  

 
147/21 IT Provision and Support 

The Parish Clerk is working with Cllr John Ward to purchase the correct hardware. Action – 
The Parish Clerk to source the equipment and software. 

148/21 Communication 
The Parish Clerk is in the process of setting up the Social Network Accounts. Action – The 
Parish Clerk to set up the New Social Media accounts 

 
149/21 Flood and Incident Management 

 Community Response Plan – The Parish Chair is finalising the document and will circulate for 
approval before arranging the next steps meeting. 

 Flood Warden – The Parish Clerk has forwarded the information on becoming a Flood 
Warden to the interested parishioner in Sibson 

 
150/21 Groups and Organisations 

The Parish Chair outlined the schedule of meetings for the Queens Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations committee, the next meeting will be held in the February and he will feed back 
to the Parish Council after this has took place. 

 
151/21 Planning applications & updates (see HBBC Planning website for full details) 

 

Reference Application 
Details and 

Location 

Dated PC Response driven by Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

‘made’ 19th March 2019 
21/01337/FUL  

Change of use of 
agricultural 
building to 
commercial 
storage use 

(retrospective) 
LOCATION : 

Temple Hall Farm 
Bosworth Road 
Wellsborough 

10th 
December 

2021 

21/01337/FUL - 10 December 
2021 

Temple Hall Farm Bosworth 
Road Wellsborough 

Change of use of agricultural 
building to commercial storage 
use (retrospective) 
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Nuneaton 
Leicestershire 

OBJECT 

Please note, this response is 
based on documents available on 
HBBC Planning Portal as at 20th 
December 2021. Sheepy Parish 
Council kindly request that it is 
notified and consulted on any 
later changes to this application 
so as to ensure full compliance 
with the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made 

March 2019.  

Sheepy Parish Council has 
reviewed the above application 
21/01337/FUL, (Temple Hall 
Farm Bosworth Road 
Wellsborough - Change of use of 
agricultural building to 
commercial storage use -
retrospective), and although it 
appears to be in line with the 
policies, which should be 
considered collectively, in the 
Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made March 2019, Sheepy 
Parish Council is not supportive 
of the planning application 
(OBJECTS) following concerns 
raised by Parishioners from 
Wellsborough. 

Although anecdotal, it appears 
that the applicant has not 
adhered to some of the 
stipulations specified in the 
Decision Notice (20/00354/FUL - 
30 July 2020), specifically with 
regard to noise, hours of use and 
vehicular movements. 
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Furthermore, HGV vehicular 
movement concerns were raised 
for 20/00354/FUL by our County 
Councillor, due to the proximity 
of the school.  Sheepy Parish 
Council also noted, in its 
response to 20/00354/FUL, that 
it was unsure that conclusions of 
the Accompanying Highway 
Report (Edwards & Edwards 
Consultancy Ltd) were 
representative of this rural 
location, as the report had 
chosen to make a comparison, 
using TRICS data, with four Self 
Storage Units, three of which are 
in suburban areas and one on the 
edge of the a town centre and 
traffic movement believed to be 
taken at peak periods.  

Sheepy Parish Council supports 
local businesses, and 
development and diversification 
of agricultural and other land 
based rural businesses, which 
accords with the NPPF, but only 
when it is aware and considerate 
of the impact to local 
residents.   Given that it appears 
that the applicant has not 
adhered to some of the 
stipulations since the last 
application was approved, we 
believe that HBBC should 
consider its confidence that the 
applicant will show compliance 
with any future conditions placed 
on the application if approved. 
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Finally, Sheepy Parish Council 
would like to draw to the 
attention of Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council that 
retrospective planning 
applications should not be 
encouraged or condoned. END 

 

 
21/01342/HOU Alterations to the 

existing dwelling 
incorporating a 
two storey 
front/side 
extension and 
single storey 
side/rear 
extension 
(resubmission of 
21/00222/HOU) 
LOCATION : 2 The 
Green Mill Lane 
Sheepy Parva 
Atherstone 
Leicestershire 

20th 
December 

OBJECT 

Please note, this response is 
based on documents available on 
HBBC Planning Portal as at 3rd 
January 2022. Sheepy Parish 
Council kindly request that it is 
notified and consulted on any 
later changes to this application 
so as to ensure full compliance 
with the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made 
March 2019.  
  
Sheepy Parish Council has 
received six planning application 
letters for the above property 
since 2nd June 2020. 
(20/00499/HOU- 2nd June 2020, 
20/00499/HOU (Re-
consultation)-29 July 2020, 
20/00499/HOU (Re-
consultation)-26 August 2020, 
20/01017/HOU- 6 October 2020, 
21/00222/HOU - 25 February 
2021 and the current application 
21/01342/HOU - 20 December 
2021 
  
  
For the current application 
21/01342/HOU, Sheepy Parish 
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Council is cognisant with HBBC 
Delegated Report 21/00222/HOU 
Refusing planning permission and 
the Appeal Decision (22 October 
2021) associated with previous 
application 
21/00222/HOU.  Sheepy Parish 
Council responds as follows;   
  
Drawings indicate changes to the 
materials and finishes of the 
proposed design, which looks to 
take on board some of the 
feedback provided within the 
Appeal Decision, and that 
contained within HBBC 
Delegated 
Report.   Documentation 
suggests that no further 
engagement has taken place with 
HBBC.  It should be noted that 
the applicant has not engaged 
with Sheepy Parish Council at any 
stage, and therefore not sought 
to understand the concerns with 
alignment to the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made 2019. 
  
Sheepy Parish Council is satisfied 
that the proposed revised 
materials to the elevations are 
more sympathetic to the original 
building, the neighbouring 
properties and surroundings.  We 
do still have concern that the 
design in terms of extension(s) 
size and / scale, along with 
fenestration scale remains 
unchanged.   We consider leaving 
the design unchanged is not 
sympathetic to the original 
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building or neighbouring 
properties, do not seek to 
preserve architectural detailing 
and design, restore window and 
door styling, thus impacting the 
overall street scene to both the 
front and rear elevations.   This is 
contrary to policy S8 of the 
Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan made 2019, and the Design 
Code of the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan Review: 
Submission (October 2021). 
  
Beyond the information 
contained above we respect 
HBBC’s wider planning regulation 
knowledge, not necessarily 
known by Sheepy Parish Council, 
on this matter.  End  

 
21/01251/HOU Single storey 

front extension, 
new render and 
boardiing, and 
front entrance 
canopy. 
LOCATION : The 
Fold 86 Main 
Road Sheepy 
Magna 
Atherstone 
Leicestershire 

20th 
December  

Support 

Please note, this response is 
based on documents available on 
HBBC Planning Portal as at 29th 
December 2021. Sheepy Parish 
Council kindly request that it is 
notified and consulted on any 
later changes to this application 
so as to ensure full compliance 
with the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made 
March 2019.  
  

Sheepy Parish Council  has 
reviewed the above application 
21/01251/HOU - 20 December 
2021–(The Fold, 86 Main Road, 
Sheepy Magna- Single storey 
front extension, new render and 
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boarding, and front entrance 
canopy), and it appears to be in 
line with the policies, which 
should be considered 
collectively, in the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made 
March 2019.  
  
 Sheepy Parish Council request 
that Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council gives 
consideration to ensure the 
application complies with Policy 
S8(D) Show appropriate regard 
for the amenities of neighbouring 
properties including 
daylight/sunlight, privacy, air 
quality, noise and light 
pollution.    END 

 
 
 
 
 
152/21 Neighbourhood Plan  

 Submission Consultation on track for completion Friday 21st  January2022.  No major 
comments yet from responders 

 Working with HBBC to ensure a suitable examiner is available and appointed to support our 
timescales  

 Zoom meeting between the Sheepy NP Steering Group chair, the Parish Council chair, our 
Borough Councillor and HBBC took place to explore our concerns re the differences in the 
parish Local Plan elements of the Scrutiny Commission report in December, and the 
previously agreed position reflected in the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan Submission 
consultation documents 

 HBBC committed to approach HM Inspectorate to seek their guidance and support on a way 
forward discussed on the call; no feedback yet 

FINANCE 
 On budget 

NEXT STEPS 
 Monitor progress through Submission Consultation to completion. 
 Gain feedback from HBBC and HM Inspectorate re Local Plan issue 
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 Work to avoid any delays post Submission Consultation, that may arise re HBBC’s Planning 
Policy resource shortages and also around their Local Plan activities 

153/21 Grounds Maintenance Contract 
Cllr Jim Aldridge had completed the new scope of works for Grounds Maintenance Contract, 
which had now been circulated to all councillors and is now ready to be issued to the 
interested contractors. Action – Parish Clerk to issue tenders to the interested contractors 
and to evaluate the responses with the sub-committee before the next Parish Council 
Meeting.  

 
154/21 Environmental and Climate Change (ECC) 
 Deferred until the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
155/21 Public Rights of Way and Interpretation Signs 

a) Interpretation Signs – Cllr Kate Gardiner is working on the draft design and is hopeful this 
will be circulated before the next meeting. Action – Cllr Kate Gardiner to share draft design 
before next Parish Council meeting. 

b) Highfield Close – Cllr Jim Aldridge has received one quote for the improvements to the 
footpath, he is awaiting another quote and will share with councillors once received.– Action 
Cllr Jim Aldridge to update at next meeting 

c) Brookside Place – The Parish Clerk has circulated a response he has received about the 
roadway up to the playing fields, the Parish Chair has responded to Leicestershire County 
Council and will update once a response has been received. 
 

156/21 Speeding, Awareness and Management 
The Parish Council have been successful in obtaining monies from the Mayors Highway 
Funding and will now receive an additional Vehicle activated speed camera. We are still 
awaiting on further information on additional line marking improvements and on the TRO on 
the A444 in Sibson. 
 

157/21 Crime & Neighbourhood Watch 
 November Crime Figures: 
 None 

 
158/21 Heritage Matters 

The Parish Chair has written to the local MP inviting him to the Parish to discuss the issue of 
the Cock Inn and other issues of urgency. Action – Parish Chair to circulate date of meeting 

 
159/21 General correspondence (emailed to Councillors) 

a) Round Robin 
b) HS2 

 
160/21 Matters to note/add to a future agenda 
 
Meeting closed at 09:30 pm.  
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 1st February. Venue Sheepy Memorial Hall 


