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Sheepy Parish Council Meeting February 2022 
 

Date & Time Tuesday 1st February 2022 @ 7:30pm 
Venue Memorial Hall, Sheepy Magna 

Attendees: 
Parish Councillors Sheepy 

John Ward - Acting Chair 
Sandra Johnson Hall 
Clive Stretton 

Parish Councillors Sibson Brian May  
Josh Melen 
 

Parish Councillor Upton David Clarke 

Parish Councillor Wellsborough Diana Whitley 

Others  Cllr Kevin Morrell 
Cllr Jonathan Collett 
Parish Clerk Jason Stephenson 
 
Parishioners in attendance – two 

 
161/21   Chairman’s welcome and to receive apologies and approval of absences – Apologies were 
received from Cllr Rob Ward, Cllr Kate Gardiner, Cllr Andrew Parkinson and Cllr Jim Aldridge.  
 
As the Chair and Vice Chair were absent from the meetin,g it was agreed that Cllr John Ward would 
be Acting Chair for the meeting. 
 
The Acting Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, and he wanted to give thanks and praise on 
behalf of the Parish Council to the Sheepy History Society and all the volunteers who had helped 
deliver the ‘Sheepy in Pictures’ publication to each household. This publication had been well 
received by all parishioners who had received a copy.  
 
162/21 Declarations of interest and request for dispensations – None 
  
163/21 Parishioners Open Forum – The following issues were raised by Parishioners. 
 
A parishioner praised the Parish Council on its new website and how informative and easy to use it 
was. They also wanted to confirm where the “contact us” information was sent to. The Parish Clerk 
confirmed he received them via email and  he will respond to issues that are submitted via that route. 
 
Cllr David Clarke reported that there is a streetlight out in Upton and the way markers throughout the 
village need re painting – Action – Parish Clerk to report to Leicestershire County Council 
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Cllr Josh Melen reported that a bollard had been knocked over outside the Cock at Sibson and he was 
going to report it to the brewery. 
 
164/21  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2022– The minutes were signed 

as a true and correct record. 
 
165/21 County and Borough Councillors Reports 

a) County Councillor Report – 
Meetings: 
• Wednesday 26th January was the Environment and Climate Change Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee.  
• Tuesday 1st February is the All Member Briefing - Adult Social Care, Leicestershire Adult 
Learning Service and Integrated Care Systems.  
• Tuesday 1st February meeting with officers on finalising the Members Highways Fund.  
• Thursday 3rd February is the Employment Committee.  
• Tuesday 8th February is the All Member Briefing on Homophobic, Biphobic and Transphobic 
bullying in schools.  
• Tuesday 15th February is the All Member Briefing - Strategic Plan 2022-2026 and the 
refreshed Communities Strategy  
• Wednesday 23rd February is Full Council to approve the budget. 
 
Local Casework:  
Prominent issues across the division in the New Year has been highways, education and 
continuing to finalise the Member’s Highways Fund. Officers and cabinet colleagues have 
been helpful in addressing the concerns of residents.  
 
County Activity  
During February’s Full Council on the 23rd February, we are meeting to approve the council’s 
budget for the next financial year  
 
This month I have been speaking and working with my colleagues and LCCs finance 
department to create the financial update 
 
Sheepy Parish Council overview: 
• Officer update provided on Brookside Place. LCC investigating land ownership and costings. 
• Finalising Members Highways Fund for MVAS installation.  
• Looking to arrange LCC officer attendance at a future Parish Council meeting.  
• Raising A444 safety concerns with officers and working with neighbouring Parishes.  
• Investigating speed reduction on A444 south of Sibson.   
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b) Borough Councillors Report – 
 
Meetings attended: 
Finance and Performance Scrutiny Meeting  
Full Council Meeting 
Scrutiny Commission Meeting 
Climate Change members working group meeting. 
 
Headlines: 

 Hinckley Leisure Centre- Government grants have made up some of the financial 
shortfall due to COVID 

 We had budgeted a shortfall of £550,000, this we are told will significantly less 
although short of the full amount. 

 HBBC Local Plan 2020-2039 submission version was approved at full council meeting 
 This will go to Regulation 19 now it has been passed by the council 
 Representations from the elected members of Sheepy Parish Council and 

Neighbourhood Plan team were ignored with regards the site allocations in the Parish 
 

166/21  Policies and Procedures 
 Standing Orders – Carried over to next month. 
 
167/21  Finance – 

a) Expenditure: 
 

Date Method Payee Details  Total   VAT  

01/02/22 SO Haines Watts Payroll 23.94 3.75 

January CH Clerk Wages 703.95  

23/01/21 SO EON Lights 52  

07/02/2022 CH Laptop CLerk 649.99  

31/01/2022 CH Training LRLDC 45  

 
168/21  Councillor Training 

It was agreed to arrange individual councillor training for Cllr Sandra Johnson Hall, Cllr Jim 
Aldridge and Cllr David May. Action – Parish Clerk to circulate training dates and arrange 

 
169/21 IT Provision and Support 

A new laptop and associated software for the Parish Council have now been purchased. 

170/21 Communication 
The Parish Clerk is in the process of setting up the Social Network Accounts. Action – The 
Parish Clerk to set up the New Social Media accounts 
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171/21 Flood and Incident Management 

 Community Response Plan – The Parish Chair is finalising the document and will circulate for 
approval before arranging the next steps meeting. 

 Flood Warden – The Parish Clerk has forwarded the information on becoming a Flood 
Warden to the interested parishioner in Sibson 

 
172/21 Groups and Organisations 

The meeting for the Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations committee will be held on Thursday 
24th February at Sheepy Memorial Hall. 

 
173/21 Planning applications & updates (see HBBC Planning website for full details) 

 

Reference Application 
Details and 

Location 

Dated PC Response driven by Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan ‘made’ 19th 

March 2019 

21/01383/FUL 

Erection of an 
agricultural 

storage building 
LOCATION : 
Holly Tree 

Cottage 
Twycross Road 
Sheepy Magna 

Atherstone 
Leicestershire 

4th 
January 

OBJECT 

Please note, this response is based on 
documents available on HBBC Planning 
Portal as at 18 January 2022. Sheepy 
Parish Council kindly request that it is 
notified and consulted on any later 
changes to this application so as to 
ensure full compliance with the Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan made 
March 2019.  
  
Having reviewed the above 
application 21/01383/FUL -4 January 
2022 (Holly Tree Cottage, Twycross 
Road, Sheepy Magna - Erection of an 
agricultural storage building), Sheepy 
Parish Council is not supportive of this 
application (OBJECTS) as it is not 
compliant with the legally binding 
Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
‘made’ 19th March 2019, notably 
policies S1(Countryside), S3(Locally 
Important Views) and S8 (Design). 
Furthermore, it must be noted that all 
policies in the plan should be 
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considered collectively when 
determining any planning application.   
  
Sheepy Parish Council questions the 
disproportionately large size and 
requirement for an agricultural storage 
building given its intended purpose 
and that it is not associated with an 
agricultural business. 
  
Furthermore, Sheepy Parish Council 
draws HBBC’s attention to the Planning 
Statement by MPC Consultancy (HBBC 
17th November 2021); 
Point 6.3 states –‘There are no 
immediate neighbours to the property 
....’ The proposed agricultural storage 
building is adjacent to and will be 
visible to a number of properties in 
Rodney Gardens and Twycross Road, 
Sheepy Magna. The Parish Council has 
received a number of representations 
from nearby residents concerned 
about the design and scale of the 
proposed building. END   

 

21/01219/FUL 

Erection of 
single dwelling, 
stables and 132 
photovoltaic 
panels (Off-grid 
hybrid passiv 
haus) LOCATION 
: Land North East 
Of Hill Top Farm 
Bosworth Road 
Wellsborough 
Leicestershire 

4th 
January 

OBJECT 

Please note, this response is based on 
documents available on HBBC Planning 
Portal as at 18 January 2022. Sheepy 
Parish Council kindly request that it is 
notified and consulted on any later 
changes to this application so as to 
ensure full compliance with the Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan made 
March 2019.  
  
Having reviewed the above 
application 21/01219/FUL - 4 January 
2022 (Land North East Of Hill Top 
Farm, Bosworth Road Wellsborough- 
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Erection of single dwelling, stables 
and 132 photovoltaic panels (Off-grid 
hybrid passiv haus)), Sheepy Parish 
Council is not supportive of this 
application (OBJECTS) as it is not 
compliant with the legally binding 
Sheepy Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
‘made’ 19th March 2019, notably 
policies S1(Countryside), S3(Locally 
Important Views) and S10 (Housing 
Development). It must be noted that 
all policies in the plan should be 
considered collectively when 
determining any planning application.   
  
Furthermore, Sheepy Parish Council 
notes the application is not compliant 
with NPPF (2021) Paragraph 80 which 
concerns the development of isolated 
homes in the countryside. Only 
criterion e) of paragraph 80 is relevant 
in this case and this requires a design 
of exceptional quality. This criterion is 
not met for the following reasons: 

         The design of the 
development is not ‘truly 
outstanding, reflecting the 
highest standards in 
architecture’ nor would it 
‘help to raise standards of 
design more generally in 
rural areas’. The Design and 
Access Statement supporting 
the application not only fails 
to refer to the appropriate 
national and local planning 
policies by excluding the 
NPPF 2021 and the Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan, 
it also fails to explain how 
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the proposed development is 
a suitable response to the site 
and its setting. Indeed, the 
proposal fails to appreciate 
the context, history and the 
cultural characteristics of 
this hilltop site. The 
location, siting, design and 
proposed materials of the 
development are poorly 
related to its surroundings 
and do not take account of 
the architecture prevalent in 
the area, including the local 
vernacular and other 
precedents that contribute to 
local character. To be 
genuinely high standard, we 
would have expected the 
proposal to be prepared by a 
highly skilled and 
professionally trained RIBA 
Architect and for the 
application to be 
accompanied by a Design 
and Access Statement that 
explains the analysis that has 
underpinned the design of a 
development proposal and 
why  it is ‘truly outstanding’. 
We note that the proposal 
has not been subject to a 
Design Review process; 

         The development is not 
located and designed in a 
way that is sensitive to the 
open landscape and its 
hilltop location. This rural 
location is characterised by a 
largely open, large-scale 
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landscape that allows for 
views that extend to the 
horizon. This large house set 
in a prominent location will 
have an significant adverse 
impact on views and on the 
wider landscape itself; 

         The application is 
described as off-grid hybrid 
passiv haus and claims to be 
innovative. ‘Innovation’ is 
no longer a requirement of 
NPPF paragraph 80. The 
Parish Council is supportive 
of low-carbon designs that 
are in locations that provide 
a genuine choice of 
sustainable transport modes. 
However, as the Design and 
Access Statement explains 
there are already 25,000 
houses in the UK powered 
using self-sufficient sources, 
so the proposal is not 
innovative. In any event, on 
19 October 2021, the UK 
Government published its 
policies and proposals for 
decarbonising all sectors of 
the UK economy which 
includes an ambition for all 
our electricity to come from 
low carbon sources by 2035- 
so all our homes will soon 
be powered by low-carbon 
electricity. Please note that 
in 2018, an inspector ruled 
that its renewable 
technologies were 
‘increasingly finding favour’ 
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with housebuilders and 
could no longer be 
considered innovative 
(APP/J1860/W/17/3179621). 
It should also be noted that 
Passivhaus standard is a 
quality assured process that 
should be validated by a 
registered Pasivhaus 
Certifier. No evidence has 
been submitted to support 
the claim that the design has 
used the Passivhaus 
Planning Package or that it 
will meet quality assurance 
requirements. There are no 
energy calculations include 
the heating system, hot water 
distribution system (pipe 
size, average draw off length 
and insulation), renewable 
technology information 
(manufacturer’s performance 
specification and 
quantity/area provided) and 
appliances and white goods 
specified (particularly details 
of clothes drying, low 
energy lighting, and any low 
energy appliances specified). 
Indeed, we are doubtful that 
a development of this scale 
and design, which includes 
an indoor swimming pool, is 
a genuine attempt at zero-
carbon or Passivhaus design 
and without supporting 
evidence, the application 
description is misleading.  
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In conclusion, the proposed house falls 
well short of reaching the high 
standard of being truly outstanding in 
design and the opportunities to raise 
standards more generally are limited. 
END   

 

21/01339/HOU 

Detached double 
garage 
LOCATION : 5 
The White 
Houses Twycross 
Road Sibson 
Nuneaton 
Leicestershire 

5th 
January 

 

21/01419/HOU 

Two Storey Side 
Extension 
LOCATION : 
Lovetts Bridge 
Cottage 
Wellsborough 
Road Sheepy 
Parva 
Atherstone 
Leicestershire 

7th 
January 

Support 

Please note, this response is based on 
documents available on HBBC Planning 
Portal as at 8th January 2022. Sheepy 
Parish Council kindly request that it is 
notified and consulted on any later 
changes to this application so as to 
ensure full compliance with the Sheepy 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan made 
March 2019.  

  

Sheepy Parish Council  has reviewed 
the above application 21/01339/HOU - 
5 January 2022 

–(5 The White Houses, Twycross Road, 
Sibson- Detached double garage), and 
it appears to be in line with the 
policies, which should be considered 
collectively, in the Sheepy Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan made March 
2019.  
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 Sheepy Parish Council request that 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
gives consideration to ensure the 
application complies with Policy S8(D) 
Show appropriate regard for the 
amenities of neighbouring properties 
including daylight/sunlight, privacy, air 
quality, noise and light pollution.    END 

 
 
 
 
174/21 Neighbourhood Plan  
 PROGRESS  

➢ Submission Consultation completed on schedule, 21st January 2022. A small number of 
comments received; waiting on HBBC to collate them and share with us.  
➢ Independent Examiner agreed with SG and appointed by HBBC. The examiner is the same 
we had for the previous Neighbourhood Plan examination back in 2019  
➢ Examination targeting completion before the end of February 2023  
➢ Disappointing lack of response and support from HBBC to the suggestions discussed in the 
Zoom call before Christmas between HBBC Planning Policy, Sheepy Parish Council chair, 
Sheepy NP SG chair and Councillor Morrell, as to how to remove the gap between the NP and 
the Local Plan updates. It transpires that HBBC did not consult the Planning Inspectorate as 
agreed re our suggested way forward; this being only discovered from later emails! 
➢ Local plan: See reports elsewhere  
 
FINANCE  
➢ NP upgrade project - On budget  
➢ Depending on the approach and the outcome of NP examination, additional funding may 
need to be requested from the PC. 
NEXT STEPS  
➢ Work with HBBC and the appointed examiner to achieve a successful conclusion to the 
Examination phase of the NP update project  
➢ Monitor progress through Examination to completion.  
➢ Work to avoid any delays post Submission Consultation, that may arise re HBBC’s Planning 
Policy resource shortages and also around their Local Plan activities.  
➢ Review as a steering group, the feedback from the NP Submission Consultation and 
propose to the next PC meeting, a way forward with any additional costs being identified and 
recognising the Local Plan status and the pending Regulation 19 consultation.  
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175/21 Grounds Maintenance Contract 

All the tenders have been received and evaluated. These evaluations will be forwarded to the 
Chair and Vice Chair for their approval and recommendation to the Parish Council; this will be 
done via email to ensure the contract is in place by March 1st. Action – Evaluations to be 
forwarded to the Chair and Vice Chair for approval and recommendation. 

 
176/21 Environmental and Climate Change (ECC) 
 Deferred until the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
177/21 Public Rights of Way and Interpretation Signs 

a) Interpretation Signs – Deferred till next meeting in Cllr Kate Gardiners absence 
b) Highfield Close – Cllr Jim Aldridge has received two quotes for the improvements to the 

footpath, these have been circulated. It was agreed a third quote would be obtained and a 
specification drawn up and sent to all of the contractors for them to work to and to be used 
in their quote preparation– Action Cllr Jim Aldridge and Parish Clerk to Prepare. 

c) Brookside Place – The Chair has responded to Leicestershire County Council and is awaiting a 
response. 
 

178/21 Speeding, Awareness and Management 
The Parish Council is awaiting on an update on the VAS it has been granted as part of the 
Mayors Highway Grant. It also hasn’t received an update from the Community Speed watch 
Scheme. Cllr John Melen is keen to progress the Highway initiatives prepared by the Parish 
Council for the 2022/2023 budget. Action - Parish Clerk to obtain update from the 
community Speedwatch scheme, Cllr Josh Melen to contact the Parish Chair to initiate 
discussions around the highway initiatives.  
 

179/21 Crime & Neighbourhood Watch 
 Crime Figures: 
 None received since November 
 
180/21 General correspondence (emailed to Councillors) 

a) Round Robin 
b) HS2 
c) Neighbourhood Plan Workshop 
d) Better Care Together 
e) Flood Management  - No response required form the Parish Council. 
f) Rural Conference – Cllrs Rob Ward, John Ward, Clive Stretton, Diana Whitley and Sandra 

Johnson Hall would like to attend. 
g) EV Car Club – Cllr Sandra Johnson Hall will circulate notes from meeting 

 
160/21 Matters to note/add to a future agenda 
 
Meeting closed at 08:50 pm.  
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 1st March. Venue Sibson Village Hall 


